
 

 

 SAINT PETER’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
    January 17, 2016

104 West First Street �z Mansfield, Ohio   44902

Mass Schedule: 
Saturday:                                 5:00 pm 
Sunday:    7:30 am, 9:30 am, 
                                              11:30 am 
Monday & Friday                     5:30 pm 
Tuesday - Thursday                6:30 am    
 

Spanish Mass: 
    Resurrection Parish, Lexington 
Sunday:                                  6:00 pm 

 
Phones: 
Rectory & Parish Center:419-524-2572 
High School, Jr. High:  419-524-0979 
Grade School:                419-524-3351 
Montessori:                    419-524-3351   
  
Fax:  419-522-2553 
Gifts to Msgr. Dunn Foundation: 
                      419-524-2572 Ext. 2125 
 
Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 7:30 am - 8:30 pm 
Friday:                      7:30 am - 7:30 pm 
Saturday:                 8:30 am - 5:00 pm  
Sunday:                  8:30 am - 12:30 pm  

 
Parish Business Manager: 
Mr. David Barber (Interim) 
 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the Parish Center to 
begin plans for the baptism of your 
baby or child.  
 
    
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday:  3:00 - 4:30 pm       

Other times by appointment 
 
 
Sacrament of Marriage: 
Arrangements should be made at the 
Parish Center at least six months in 
advance of the ceremony.  
 
 
Sunday Nursery: Every Sunday dur-
ing 9:30 and 11:30 am Mass, located in 
the Day Care Center in the basement of 
the High School.  
 
Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 12:00  
noon.  All requests must be submitted 
in writing or email. 

 
Website: 
www.mansfieldstpeters.org 
Staff emails are found on the website 

Pastoral Staff: 
Fr. Gregory R. Hite, Pastor 
Fr. Jeremy Miller, Parochial Vicar  
Mr. Bill Johnson,  
            Director of Music & Liturgy 
Ms. Lynne Lukach, Pastoral Associate  
Mrs. Elizabeth Wurm, Director of 
            Religious Ed. & Youth Minister  
 
 
 
 

Deacons:  Mr. Terry Philpott 
                  Mr. John Reef 
              
 
St. Peter’s School System: 
Mr. Michael  Wasiniak 
                      High School , Jr. High School  
Mrs. Madalyn Bauer 
                 Elementary School    
Mrs. Tammy Kemerling    Montessori  
 
 
Pastoral Care Contacts: 
Mrs. Vickie Palmer              419-524-2572 
           Hospital & Follow-up 
Mrs. Vickie Palmer              419-524-2572 
           Nursing Homes/Assisted Living & 
           Prayer Pipeline 
Deacon John Reef              419-529-3694 
            Shut-ins/Homebound 

A Parish of the Saint Juan Diego Deanery, Diocese of Toledo  

 

 
Feast of St. Agnes, Virgin & Martyr 

Thursday, January 21, 2016 
 

Let us gain courage for our own battle  
by honoring the martyrdom  
of the glorious virgin Agnes;   

St. Agnes, vessel of honor, flower of  
unfading fragrance,  

beloved of the choirs of Angels,  
you are an example to the worth  

of virtue and chastity.  
We pray for us that, though unworthy  

of a special crown, 
 we may have our names  

written in the list of Saints. 

18th Century oil on canvas painting of Saint Agnes 
holding a lamb and The Martyr’s Palm 

~ Artist unknown ~ 
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MASS INTENTIONS    
Monday, January 18 Weekday 
    5:00 pm   Rosary 
    5:30 pm   Daniel Rodriguez 
    

Tuesday, January 19 Weekday 
    6:30 am   For the intention of JoAnn Barlow      
Wednesday, January 20 Weekday 
   6:30 am    James McNamara (anniversary) 

 

Thursday, January 21 +Agnes, virgin & Martyr 
   6:30 am    Fred Stuht 
   9:00 am    George Shrilla 
 

Friday, January 22 Day of Prayer the Legal Protection of 
Unborn Children 
   5:00 pm    Rosary 
   5:30 pm    Marilyn Mertler 

 

Saturday, January 23  Vigil of third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   5:00 pm    Jeanette Sanson 
 

Sunday,  January 24  Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   7:30 am    Parish 
   9:30 am    John Groff 
 11:30 am    Dorothy C. Fuller 
 

 LECTOR / COMMUNION MINISTER 
Saturday, January 23 
  5:00 pm     L  C Byrne, D Falquette D  D&C Campbell, P  
                    Dignan, D&T Hipp, M Joyce, B Nihei, V Zack, 
                    B Schartl 
Sunday,  January 24 
 7:30  am     L M Hawkins, L Lukach D M Collet, B Danuloff, 
                    J Gehrisch, B Marshall, K Randall, K&K Reindl 

 9:30  am     L P Kastelic, R Sliney D  J Brennan, I Cervinski,  
                    D Dreskler, D Forster, T Frasz, C&R Freeman, 
                    M Meinzer, C Merle, A Randall, M Riggleman, 
                    F Schuster, A Seiss, K Wehinger, S Weitzel  
11:30 am     L  L Moore, C Staton D C Becker, M Jones, J 
                    Laskey, F Leitenberger, J Liston, B Riley, K  
                    Schreck, L Strauser, K Yockey, need two 
                                   
MASS SERVERS 
Saturday, January 23  
5:00  pm   Z Keffalas, B Miller, S Miller 

Sunday,  January 24 
 7:30  am   G Farragher, M Givens, A Lorenz 
 9:30  am   S Ambrose, A Baldasare, A Baldasare 
11:30 am   E Fesler, W Laskey, T Schreck 
Counters  -  Sunday, January 24 
 K Groff, ML Haller, K Tucker, C Pollman 
 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word - January 24 
   9:30 am     Anita 
11:30  am     Carla 
 
      
 
 
    
 

        
     

   
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
    It appears as though winter has finally caught up with us!  
Colder weather has arrived!  During the cold and flu season, it’s 
always best to refrain from holding or shaking hands and 
receiving from the chalice at Mass. 
 
    January focuses us once again on Respect Life activities. 
Taking priority is the anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the landmark 
decision that reminds faithful Christians that “all life matters, 
from the moment of conception.”  The Pro-Life Novena is 
taking place in churches across the U.S. from January 16-24, 
2016.  If you have not picked up the novena packet at the 
church entrances, you can always go on line: it can be found on 
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ website. 
 
    The “March for Life” will once again occur at the at the 
National Mall at noon on January 22, preceded by Mass at St. 
Matthew’s Cathedral in Washington, DC, at 10 am. 
 
    Let us all pray for the protection of human life in all stages, 
from conception through natural death.  Let us also remember 
that in a civilized society every human life matters and is 
deserving of our respect. 
 
    On another subject, as I announced at the last weekend 
Masses, we recently reached $1 million in pledges for our 
“Preserving Our Past, Securing our Future” Capital Campaign!  
Also as I announced at the beginning of our campaign, in order 
to reach our $2 million goal (or our $3 million challenge goal), 
we will need both a substantial number of givers and a few 
fairly substantial gifts.  So every registered  household of our 
parish will be asked (in person, at your home or by phone) to 
prayerfully consider making your own special and sacrificial 
gift – over and above what is committed for our parish’s annual 
operating budget  and  the diocesan Annual Catholic Appeal. 
 
    Long term pledges, beginning in March and payable over the 
next three years, are encouraged and easier for most to make.  
Whatever your gift or method of making, please be assured that 
your support is both urgently needed and will be greatly 
appreciated.  Thank you and God bless you for your 
consideration and support.  Remember, “Commitment 
Weekend,” the culminating point of our campaign, is January 
30-31, 2016, at church. 
 
    With God’s blessing, the assistance of many volunteers, your 
prayers and your sacrificial gift, I am confident that we will 
reach and even exceed our goal to preserve our past and secure 
our parish’s future! 
 
 
 
Father Gregory Hite 
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Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish  

 

 Krista Marshall, Michael Davis II, Madeline 
Taddeo, Helen Green, Rose Mary Lang-Martin, Don 
Blank, Pam Taylor, Nick and Hilda Schemine, Mary 
Ann Gibson, Nancy Stanton,  Bill Miller, Beverly 
Strauser, Mary Moyer, Connie Dalton, Rick Fin-

nerty, Mary Yeager, Margie Caldwell, Beth Weiland, Elizabeth 
Risacher, Pat Colarosa, Michael Wells, Dina Riley, Greg 
Betscher, Andrew Weaver, Debbie Ashley, Aaron Blank, Andy 
Taracko, Jim Brook, Brett Booth, Shirley Falls Klutts, Clara 
Powell, Louise Steggall, Loretta Parr, Theresa Prendergast, 
Larry Berger, Mildred Corbin, Mitzie York, Jim Skulski 
 

 Names will only be listed for 4 weeks.  If you wish to have 
your name appear an additional 4 week period, contact the 
Parish Center at 419-524-2572. 

St. Peter’s Music Series 
 

    Catholic Schools Week Concert: January 31, 2016 
at 3:00 p.m.  A favorite of young and old alike!  Come 
and enjoy listening to the talented faculty & students in 
grades 1-12 of St. Peters and surrounding Catholic 
schools. FREE! Bring a friend or two or more.  An uplift-
ing way to spend your afternoon! 

Weekly Average Needed:  $25,000.00 

 
 
 

       January 10, 2016 

Sunday Collection 
———————— 
School 

$                    9,753.00  
——————————————- 
$                    2,040.00     

Children $                         51.76      
 

Christmas 
 

$                         30.00 

Mailed in Sunday 
Collection 

                  
$                    7,509.00 

Mailed in  
School 

          
$                       827.00 

Mailed In  
Christmas                   

 

$                    1,670.00 

 

Direct Deposit 
 

$                   3, 230.00 

 

Totals 
 

$             25,110.76 

 

     St Peter’s Respect Life Chapter asks all parishioners to 
join the 9 Days for Life Novena.   Join other Catholics across 
the  country for prayer, penance and pilgrimage set aside to 
mark the anniversary of Roe vs. Wade.  There are copies of the 
Novena at the church entrances.  There is also a sheet if you 
wish to download a free app, sign up for daily emails or text 
messages.  Your prayers matter. Your sacrifices make a differ-
ence.  Sponsored by United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. www.usccb.org/prolife 

PRO-LIFE MARCH IN MANSFIELD 

TODAY, SUNDAY, JANUARY 17, 2016  

    Meet in the  West First English Lutheran Church lot at 2:45 
p.m.  We will walk to the gazebo in downtown Mansfield.  
Signs will be provided or you can bring your own.  Our pro-
life essay winners will read their entries.  Speaker will be Peter 
Range.  Please come to pray for an end to abortion. 

 

Back To Heartland Gathering 
 

Join us for the Back to Heartland Junior High Rally 
taking place at Willard, Saint Xavier on Sunday, February 
14th from 1:00- 7:00 p.m.   The cost is just $10.00 per person 
if preregistered or $15.00 per person at the door.   The Back to 
Heartland Gathering is a gathering of junior high school youth 
(7th and 8th) who come together to share faith and friend-
ship.  The day will include games, workshops, food, prayer, 
dancing and friends.   Please contact Sheila at 419-935-1149 or 
Laurie atschnookiegirl1979@yahoo.com to register and for 
more information.  You can contact Elizabeth Wurm at the 
parish office or atwurm.elizabeth@myspartans.org for a regis-
tration form.  

 

In God’s Arms…  Francis P. Thomas, June M. Messer  

Building Improvement Fund:     $85.00   Thank you! 

A Catholic Education is not out of 
reach with a scholarship from the 
Northwest Ohio Scholarship Fund      
Did you know that your child may 
qualify for a Northwest Ohio Scholar-
ship Fund scholarship for the 2016- 

2017 school year? Need-based Scholarships worth up to 
$1,500 per child are available for students who reside in Allen, 
Crawford, Defiance, Erie, Fulton, Hancock, Henry, Huron, 
Lucas, Ottawa, Paulding, Putnam, Richland, Sandusky, Sene-
ca, Van Wert, Williams, Wood or Wyandot County for private 
school or homeschool expenses for grades K-8th . For example 
a family of five with a household income of $76,707 is eligi-
ble. To apply online or for more information about the pro-
gram visit WWW.NOSF.ORG or contact the Northwest Ohio 
Scholarship Fund office at (419) 720-7048. The deadline to 
apply is Friday, April 29, 2016. 
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

2016  
 

    National Catholic Schools Week is the annual celebration of 
Catholic education in the United States. For 2016, it begins 
Sunday, January 31, and continues through February 6.  The 
theme for the National Catholic Schools Week 2016 is 
“Catholic Schools: Communities of Faith, Knowledge and Ser-
vice.” Faith, Knowledge and Service are the central compo-
nents and the foundation of Catholic education.  
 

    First and foremost, Catholic schools are communities of faith 
and this is the primary reason they exist. Catholic schools are 
communities of knowledge. They provide an education that 
combines Catholic tradition with academic excellence and set 
high standards for student achievement. Catholic schools also 
have a rich history of teaching students the value of service.  
 

    The CSW 2016 logo features a swirl of colors interacting 
around a cross, which is at the center of all Catholic education. 
The vibrancy of the colors and the movement and shadows in 
the logo portray the inner-connectivity and community life that 
are present in our Catholic schools.  
 
St. Peter’s School will observe National Catholic Schools 
Week with Mass and other special activities for students, fami-
lies, parishioners and community members, all of whom have 
been so supportive of Catholic education here at St. Peter’s 
School for so many years. Through these events, we will focus 
on the value Catholic education provides to young people and 
its contributions to our church, our communities and our nation. 

     The Catholic Women's Club is offering a $500.00 Schol-
arship to a High School senior girl who is planning to at-
tend college. You do not have to be attending a Catholic 
high school or plan to attend a Catholic college to apply.  Call 
the Parish Center office for details. 
 

BLUE BARRELS  - February 13 & 14 

Spartan After-Hours   
     

           St. Peter’s Development office is hosting an 
informal after-hours networking event where 
you will have the opportunity to connect with 
others in the business community.   
    This opportunity will promote the impact of 
the St. Peter’s family has in the Mansfield com-

munity.  RSVP to https://www.mansfieldstpeters.org/rsvp.   
     Also, if you own or manage a company and would like us to 
include your organization on our parishioner owned/managed 
business list, please contact Jason Crundwell
(crundwell.jason@myspartans.org) by January 20. 

                              RECYCLING 
                Next date is February 12, 2016                  

                                                            Franciscan Activity Center parking lot.   
                                            10-11 am / 2-4 pm 

 

IMPORTANT:  Please honor  these drop off times.  Do not 
leave your recyclables on the sidewalks or curbs.  Thank you. 

                    Virtues in Practice  
   

 For the Student of the Month Virtues in Practice 
program at St. Peter’s Elementary School 
“Respect” is the virtue for the month of January. 
  The tip for the week of January 11 is: “Be re-
spectful and courteous to all adults at school and 
elsewhere.” Students in the elementary school will 

be reminded of the tip each day this week during morning an-
nouncements. 

 

     BENEFIT BRUNCH FOR ACCIDENT VICTIM:  
    In September, Adam Carman was in a serious motorcycle 
accident losing both legs in the crash and almost his life!  He 
has been in MetroHealth Trauma Care and Rehab in Cleve-
land, since the accident.  Over the past couple months, with 
lots of prayers and God’s intervention, he has made remarka-
ble progress.   
    Adam is the nephew of Deacon Fred Stockmaster, Pastoral 
Associate at St. Joseph Catholic Church, Plymouth. Adam and 
his wife, Shelly, have two children ages 1 and 4. They live in 
Shelby.  Adam is expected to come home sometime toward 
the end of the month, however the house has to be modified to 
accommodate a double amputee.  The expected costs of these 
minimal renovations is $13-18,000. 
    A BENEFIT BRUNCH from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. is being held 
February 7th at St. Joseph Catholic Church, 117 Sandusky 
Street, Plymouth, OH.  A free-will offering and donations are 
being accepted.  Let us reach out and be Christ’s merciful and 
compassionate touch to this family with your support! 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO KNOW:  Whenever a county/city within the Diocese of Toledo is placed under 
a Level 3 Snow Emergency during which all roadways are closed to non-emergency personnel, the Catholic Churches 
within that geographic region will cancel the scheduled Saturday vigil, Sunday, or Holy Day Masses.  Roman Catholics 
in that region, therefore, are dispensed from the obligation to attend Mass.  If Masses are cancelled, you are encouraged 
to participate in Holy Mass via television, radio, internet, or by making a spiritual Communion.  When Mass is can-
celled, all other diocesan, parish, or school events in the geographic region are also cancelled. 
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    Now that  our “Preserving Our Past, Secur-
ing Our Future” Campaign is officially un-
derway, we are looking for a few special 
“angels” to help elevate the standard of  giv-
ing for everyone by making one of the few 
key pacesetting gifts that we need to assure 
our campaign’s success.  Several gifts in an 

amount equal to 1% to 10% or more of our overall goal would 
be a “God send” to us and will all but assure our success. 
     Please, check out the Campaign Messenger Newsletter to 
view the gifts that have been given and those that are still 
needed.  Check out the various ways that gifts can be made, 
which may enable you to make larger and more beneficial gifts 
than you thought were humanly possible. 
     In short, consider becoming one of the angels we need for a 
successful campaign and make an awe-inspiring, uplifting gift.  
Your generosity is sure to be richly blessed...with maybe a 
wing...definitely a prayer and God’s abundant grace...and other 
earthly and heavenly rewards that await. 

                  Jubilee Year of Mercy 
               Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

   Mary, whom Catholic tradition names “Mother of 
Mercy,” at Cana intercedes with her Son to show 
mercy toward the bridal couple: “Son, they have no 
wine.” But he does more! Jesus’ transformation of 
water into wine is a “sign” (John’s term for 
“miracle”) that God’s marriage with the whole hu-
man race has begun in Jesus’ person and ministry, 
a marriage that will be consummated on the cross: 

“It is finished”—we are saved!  
    But before Jesus acts, Mary instructs the servers to prepare 
the way for Jesus’ miracle of mercy: “Do whatever he tells 
you.” During this Jubilee Y ear of Mercy, Mother Church, like 
Mother Mary, instructs us to share the Spirit’s manifold gifts—
some of which Paul lists in today’s second reading—in gener-
ous service to the human family. Thus we prepare the way for 
Jesus’ new miracles of mercy, transforming life’s sometimes 
stagnant water into the refreshing wine of God’s mercy. 

 

—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

     Have you considered any of the CREATIVE GIVING  
techniques in making a contribution to our “Preserving Our 

Past, Securing Our Future” Campaign? 

 

   Creative Giving Techniques May Allow You To: 
 Increase your current income. 
 Avoid taxes. 
 Make a generous gift to our campaign and our church 

community. 
 

Creative Giving Strategies To Consider: 
 Cash, Personal Property, Life Insurance, Real Estate 
 Securities, Charitable Remainder Trust, Life Income Plans 
 Gifts Through Your Will by Bequest, Retirement Funds 
 Charitable Lead Trust, Charitable Gift Annuity 
 

   To learn more about these Creative Giving Strategies, regis-
ter with the Parish Center Office to attend the next Creative 
Giving Seminar to be held on Monday, January 25, 2016 at 
7:00 p.m.  Location for  the meeting to be announced soon.  

Mark your calendars for VBS 
(Vacation Bible School) 2016! 

 

 

    VBS will take place July 11th-14th right here at St. Peter’s!  
On Monday, April 4, 2016, there will be an organizational 
meeting at 7p.m. in the Family Room for all interested teens 
and adults who would like to help with this event.   
    If you are not able to come to the meeting but would still like 
to help, please contact Elizabeth Wurm at 419-524-2572.   

      

    Below is a wish list for VBS items needed this July.  Items 
can be dropped off in the Parish Center office.  Thank you! 

 

 One large bottle of baby oil. 
 10 large bottles of cooking oil (not spray, please). 
 2 containers of food coloring (any color). 
 150 empty individual water bottles with lids, clean with 

labels removed. 
 4 large boxes of baking soda. 
 2 containers of table salt. 
 1 large container of baby lotion & baby powder. 
 Gummy bears 
  3 large bottles of vinegar 
  Glitter 
 2 containers of Alka Seltzer antacid tablets. 
 

     Donations keep the costs low and the fun factor high!  Your 
assistance is greatly appreciated. 

Capital Campaign Prayer Vigil 
 

All are invited to our parish Capital Campaign Prayer Vigil 

Saturday, January 30, 2016 
3:30-4:30 in the church 

We will spend an hour in prayer asking for God’s guidance in 
helping to bring about the campaign’s success. 

Comprehensive  Dentistry 
373 Cline Avenue  Mansfield, Ohio 

419-756-1379 

2016 EASTER BAKE SALE:  Believe it or  not, our  Easter  
Bake sale is coming March 22-23 in the church basement. 
Freshly made candy, poticas, cabbage rolls, colored eggs, 
braided bread, butter rings and more!  Watch future bulletins 
for specific dates and times for volunteer information. 

Hearts & Minds:  If you and/or  a loved one is 
struggling with depression or other mental 
health issues, please join us January 26 at 4:00 

p.m. in Assisi Hall for “Coping with the Winter Blues.”  
Call 419-756-0962 for more information. 



 

 

Page 6        St. Peter’s Catholic Church, Mansfield, Ohio    January 17, 2016

Catholic Charities is seeking a full time case manager to provide case management services to eligible families and individuals in our 
Community Emergency Services ministry out of our Mansfield office.  Candidate must have previous work knowledge or work ex-
perience in the area of social work, a Bachelor’s degree is preferred.  Must be able to work with diverse groups of people, have knowledge of 
community resources, have a valid driver’s license and successfully pass BCI/FBI background check.  Catholic Charities serves the poor, 
speaks out for and assists the neglected and forgotten, while respecting and promoting life from beginning to end and nurturing and 
supporting individuals and families.  Please submit resume with salary requirements toegomez@toledodiocese.org.  Please respond 
by Friday, January 15, 2016. 
 
LUNCH AND LEARN For Couples “Marriage & Mercy” Mark & Erin Gerschutz January 26, 2016 12:00-2:00pm cost: $40 
per couple ----Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center ~1250 Tiffin Street~ Fremont OH 43420 ~ 419-332-6522 ~ 
olprc@pinesretreat.org In this Year of Mercy, come and learn how to practice the Works of Mercy in your Marriage. With a desire 
to build and inspire stronger marriages and families, Mark and Erin Gerschutz will share a reflection and a practical tool you can use 
to refresh, renew and celebrate your life together. 

A new LIMEX group is starting soon! An Information Meeting about the newly forming class will be held on Monday, Feb-
ruary 8, 2016, from 7-8:30 p.m. in the Emmaus Room of St. Wendelin Parish, 323 N. Wood St., Fostoria, OH 44830. Course 
1 is scheduled to begin in the Spring of 2016, at St. Wendelin’s. For more information and/or to apply for the Fostoria class, con-
tact: Marian Bermudez, LIMEX Coordinator for the Diocese of Toledo, at 419-663-5036 (please leave a message) or mbermu-
dez@neo.rr.com. OR Shellie Gabel, Facilitator of the Fostoria class, at 419-701-9195 (c); 419-435-6681 (w) or 
shellie.gabel@StWendelin.org. LIMEX website: . Click "Onsite" for information about LIMEX.  

During the season of Lent, the Sorrowful Mother Shrine (4106 S.R. 269, south of Bellevue) will offer an 8 week program 
called "Doors of Mercy."  It shares humanity-falling away from God; and the story of God-Mercy.  We will explore how God 
shows mercy to His people from Adam and Eve to the Israelites to the early Christians to the faithful today.  We will learn about 
the five great Covenants of the Bible and understand how the Sacraments are "Doors of Mercy."  During the Saturdays of February 
and March 2016, plan to join us for part or all of this exciting new program.  The first session will be Saturday, February 6, 
2016 at 9 a.m. in the Shrine cafeteria.  For more information, call 419-483-3435 ext. 6.   A great way to journey through Lent!  



 

 

# 776400    1200 bulletins 
please 
St. Peter Church 
104 W First Street 
Mansfield, OH 44902-2199 
 
419-524-2572 
Attn: Claudia/Cindy 
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 SURPRISES 
 Life is full of surprises, some pleasant, some not. The scriptures are filled with stories of God’s 
surprises cropping up when they are least expected: younger children obtaining the inheritance; the 
lowliest being seated highest up; an itinerant preacher, killed like a criminal, exalted to eternal, heav-
enly glory. 
 Anybody who has planned a wedding or similar event knows that they are filled with opportuni-
ties for surprises. For the bridegroom in today’s Gospel story, who has no direct contact with Jesus, 
the pleasant surprise came because somebody else paid attention and had faith in Jesus. 
 We may think that the point of today’s familiar story of the wedding at Cana is that when we 
have faith in Jesus, our lives will be pleasantly changed. A Christian, however, needs to have a 
broader perspective and realize that to have faith in Christ means that somebody’s life—not neces-
sarily our own—will be surprised for the better.  
 
TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 Although our tradition carries a long memory of marriage as a sacrament, it may surprise you to learn that for nearly eleven centu-
ries, there was no single wedding ceremony approved for use in the Church. While we have evidence of priests blessing marriages as 
early as the second century, in the early period church leaders relied on civil authorities to manage marriage for everyone in society. In 
most cases, society yielded its authority to sanction marriage to the male heads of households. 
 From ancient times, marriage had been a family affair, managed by the father of the family, who acted as priest and guardian of 
family tradition. Each head wanted to keep the family gods alive, and so he would arrange for brides for his sons, paying a “bride price” 
as compensation for the loss of a skilled household worker. As creepy as that sounds, it was a step up from the kidnapping practice of 
earlier years. Even after the kidnapping raids stopped, the customs remained. Every wedding contained the ritualized kidnapping of the 
bride, the husband abducting his bride from the festivities, carrying her over the threshold to prevent her father’s gods from following 
her into her new religion. There, he fed her a piece of “sacred cake,” initiating her into a new way of life. It’s fascinating to see how 
customs endure, long after we have completely rejected the values and attitudes they originally expressed! 
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

Wings, Fries & Salad:  
 $7 Adults / $5 Kids   

Friday, January 22, 2016 5:30-7:30 p.m.  

 

    RSVP by Wednesday for any meals you plan 
to attend by calling 419-529-5532.  Leave your 

name, phone number and the number of people in your party on 
our answering machine.  Everyone is welcome! 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 
Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;  
 Mk 2:18-22 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13; Ps 89:20-22, 27-28;  
 Mk 2:23-28 
Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10;  
 Mk 3:1-6 
Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Ps 56:2-3, 9-13;  
 Mk 3:7-12 
Friday: 1 Sm 24:3-21; Ps 57:2-4, 6, 11;  
 Mk 3:13-19, or any of a number of  
 readings for the Day of Prayer 
Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27;  
 Ps 80:2-3, 5-7; Mk 3:20-21 
Sunday: Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10; Ps 19:8-10, 15;  
 1 Cor 12:12-30 [12-14, 27];  
 Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21 

 

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE:  At Cana we get a good insight into Mary’s parenting style. She did not plead, ar -
gue, demand or manipulate. She merely pointed out the situation and trusted her son would make the best decision.  
                                                                                                                                

                                                              ~  by Bud Ozar 

TODAY’S READINGS 

 

First Reading — As a bridegroom rejoices in his bride, so 
God rejoices in the chosen Zion and Jerusalem  
(Isaiah 62:1-5). 
Psalm — Proclaim his marvelous deeds to all the nations 
(Psalm 96). 
Second Reading — All the varied gifts and talents found in 
the Christian community are products of the same Spirit (1 
Corinthians 12:4-11). 
Gospel — At a wedding festival in Cana, Jesus changes water 
into wine at his mother’s request (John 2:1-11).  

 

ATTENTION CLASS OF 1966: 

 

    The Class of 1966 Class Reunion will be held  
August 20, 2016 at Café on Main.   

    For more information, contact Jim at jearnshaw@neo.rr.com 
or Skip & Sue Malaska at vmalaska@neo.rr.com.   

 

     For more class reunion information or help in locating class-
mates for future reunions, please contact Jason Crundwell in 

the Development Office at 419-524-2572. 

YOUR BEST 
 Give to the world the best you have and the best will come back to you. 
—Anonymous 



 

 


