
 

 

 SAINT PETER’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
October 4, 2015

104 West First Street �z Mansfield, Ohio   44902

Mass Schedule: 
Saturday:                                 5:00 pm 
Sunday:    7:30 am, 9:30 am, 
                                              11:30 am 
Monday & Friday                     5:30 pm 
Tuesday - Thursday                6:30 am    
 

Spanish Mass: 
    Resurrection Parish, Lexington 
Sunday:                                  6:00 pm 

 
Phones: 
Rectory & Parish Center:419-524-2572 
High School, Jr. High:  419-524-0979 
Grade School:                419-524-3351 
Montessori:                    419-524-3351   
  
Fax:  419-522-2553 
Gifts to Msgr. Dunn Foundation: 
                      419-524-2572 Ext. 2125 
 
Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 7:30 am - 8:30 pm 
Friday:                      7:30 am - 7:30 pm 
Saturday:                 8:30 am - 5:00 pm  
Sunday:                  8:30 am - 12:30 pm  

 
Parish Business Manager: 
Mr. Jerry Straub 
 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the Parish Center to 
begin plans for the baptism of your 
baby or child.  
 
    
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday:  3:00 - 4:30 pm       

Other times by appointment 
 
 
Sacrament of Marriage: 
Arrangements should be made at the 
Parish Center at least six months in 
advance of the ceremony.  
 
 
Sunday Nursery: Every Sunday dur-
ing 9:30 and 11:30 am Mass, located in 
the Day Care Center in the basement of 
the High School.  
 
Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 12:00  
noon.  All requests must be submitted 
in writing or email. 

 
Website : 
www.mansfieldstpeters.org 
Staff emails are found on the website 

Pastoral Staff: 
Fr. Gregory R. Hite, Pastor 
Fr. Jeremy Miller, Parochial Vicar  
Mr. Bill Johnson,  
            Director of Music & Liturgy 
Ms. Lynne Lukach, Pastoral Associate  
Mrs. Elizabeth Wurm, Director of 
            Religious Ed. & Youth Minister  
 
 
 
 

Deacons :  Mr. Terry Philpott 
                  Mr. John Reef 
              
 
St. Peter’s School System: 
Mr. Michael  Wasiniak 
                      High School , Jr. High School  
Mrs. Madalyn Bauer 
                 Elementary School    
Mrs. Tammy Kemerling    Montessori  
 
 
Pastoral Care Contacts: 
Mrs. Vickie Palmer              419-524-2572 
           Hospital & Follow-up 
Mrs. Vickie Palmer              419-524-2572 
           Nursing Homes/Assisted Living & 
           Prayer Pipeline 
Deacon John Reef              419-529-3694 
            Shut-ins/Homebound 

A Parish of the Saint Juan Diego Deanery, Diocese of Toledo  

 

“I prefer a church 

which is bruised, 

hurting and dirty 

because it has been 

out on the streets, 

rather than a 

church which is 

unhealthy from 

being confined 

and from  

clinging to  

its own security.” 

 

 

 

~ Pope Francis 
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MASS INTENTIONS    
Monday, October 5   W eekday 
   5:00 pm  Rosary 
   5:30 pm  Robert Fournier 
    

Tuesday, October 6 + Bruno, Priest; Blessed Marie-Rose 
Durocher, Virgin 
   6:30 am  Bernard Alfieri 
   9:00 am  William Kreinbihl, Jr.  
 

Wednesday, October 7  Our Lady of the Rosary 
   6:30 am  Reverend Frank E. Nieset 

 

Thursday, October 8   W eekday 
   6:30 am   Elizabeth Schneider 
 

Friday, October 9 + Denis, Bishop, and Companions, 
Martyrs; + John Leonardi, Priest 
   5:00 pm  Rosary 
   5:30 pm  Deacon James Marshall 

  

Saturday, October 10 Vigil of Twenty-Eighth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
   5:00 pm  Paul Herlithy 
 

Sunday, October 11 Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   7:30 am  John Luers 
   9:30 am  Julianne Gremling 
 11:30 am  Parish  -  Confirmation - Incense will be used at this 
Mass 
  LECTOR / COMMUNION MINISTER 
Saturday, October 10 
  5:00 pm   L  B Linkenbach, B Schartl D D Hipp,  
                  C & D Campbell, P Dignan, T Hipp, M Joyce,  
                  M Monroe, B Nihei, V Zack 
                  Sunday,  October 11 
 7:30  am   L L Danuloff, M SantoroD  M Collet, B Marshall, 
                  J Morvai, J Porch, K & K Reindl, S Santoro 
                  

 9:30  am   L M Meinzer, C Raff D T Baker, J Brennan, 
                  I Cervinski, B Connolly, D DeCenso, D Forster,  
                  T Frasz, B Genter, S Herlihy, J Hunt, R Renie, 
                  M Riggleman, R Sliney, S Weber, S Weitzel 
 

11:30 am   Lectors and Communion Ministers will be contacted    
                  by phone. 
   MASS SERVERS 
Saturday, October 10 
 5:00  pm   M Maxwell, S Keller, I Annis 

 

Sunday, October 11 
 7:30  am   M Givens, need two 
 9:30  am   Abi Baldasare, A Lorenz, C Blunk 
11:30 am   Mass Servers will be contacted by phone. 
 

Counters  -  October 11 
M & T Rennpage, B Riley, D & C Forster 

 
 Children’s Liturgy of the Word  -  Sunday, October 11 
 Cancelled this weekend due to Confirmation Mass 
 

    
 Today we celebrate the feast day of Saint 
Francis of Assisi.  One of the most beloved 
saints, he is well known and images of him 
can be seen displayed in parishes and gardens 
all over the world.   Best known as the patron 
saint of animals and ecology, there is a lot 
more to be known about this simple follower 
of Christ. 
  

    Francis in many ways was the embodiment of Catholic Social 
justice.  In the Social Teachings, we look at such issues as Life 
and Dignity of the Human Person, Solidarity, Care for God’s 
Creation, Call to Family, Community and Participation, 
Preferential Option for the Poor and Vulnerable, Rights and 
Responsibilities and Dignity of Work and the Rights of the 
Workers. Through Francis’ time in prison, his work with the 
poor and sick, his valiant efforts to reform the Church and his 
work with animals and nature, we see these ideals played out in 
his life daily. 
  
    Francis’ life is far from the “rags to riches story” that many 
of us dream about, and in fact it is quite the opposite.  Francis 
was born into an affluent family, and enjoyed his prosperity to 
its fullest.  Filled with dreams of grandeur, Francis joined the 
Medieval Knights of his town and while in the midst of battle, 
was captured, imprisoned for ransom and tortured.  It was 
during his life in prison that he came to fully understand that the 
life of frivolity that he had been previously leading was not 
leading him in the direction of Christ. 
  
    Upon being ransomed, Francis started his life of prayer in 
Christ, and took a special interest in reforming the Church 
during a time when the Church was overwhelmed with 
decadence and wealth.  Francis publicly denounced his father’s 
wealth and took on a life of simplicity, which eventually grew 
into the Order of the Franciscans.  Francis helped care for the 
poor and helped care for those afflicted by leprosy, received 
with the marks of Christ, the stigmata. 
  
    Francis was known for his ability to preach to all those who 
would listen, including animals which is part of the reason he 
became the patron of animals.   
  
    During his time on this earth, some people viewed his life as 
one filled with holiness.   They believed what they saw in 
Francis was a saint walking among the people here on 
earth.  Others regarded him as a person riddled with 
madness,  and that his poor health brought on by his time of 
imprisonment and his mode of simple living caused him to 
hallucinate his visions of God, and subsequently preach 
nonsense. 
  
    Francis’ mission in life was easily understood:  To live 
simply so that others may simply live.   If we look at our society 
today, do we follow Francis’ message?  How would we respond 
to Francis if we met him today?  Would we view him as a pious 
man doing his best to follow the will of God, or would we 
dismiss him as someone fraught with mental illness?   
 
 

    Elizabeth Wurm 
 

    Since there will only be one priest available on October 
20th, and since we already have two scheduled Masses that 
day - an 8:15am school Mass and a 3:15pm Mass at a nursing 
home, there will be no 6:30am Mass that day.  Thank you for  
your understanding.                       Fr. Hite and Fr. Jeremy 
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Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish  

 

     Krista Marshall, Michael Davis II, Madeline 
Taddeo, Helen Green, Rose Mary Lang-Martin, 
Brittany McCough, Charles Koehler, Joe Burke, 
Greg Zack, Mark Alt, Rita McCartney, Madeline 
Barrett, Don Blank, Aaron Blank, Lee Collins, 

Toby Philpott, Elliana Nelson, Cindy Herr-Hickerson, Theresa 
Prendergast, Eileen Deehan,  Pam Taylor, Julian Krous, Nick 
and Hilda Schemine, Jimmye Martin, Mary Ann Gibson, Nancy 
Stanton, Christy Selby, Marilyn Coleman, Mark Coleman, 
Phyllis Hadley,  Kathy Shaw, Sister Mary Brendt, Mary Anne 
Voytko, Dina Riley, Cameron Friend, Alice Berick 
 

    Names will only be listed for 4 weeks.  If you wish to have 
your name appear an additional 4 week period, contact the 
Parish Center at 419-524-2572. 

 

  Weekly Average Needed  =  $  25,000.00 
   Building Improvement Fund =  $       328.00 

  

 
 
 

        September 20, 2015 

 

Regular Sunday  $                       9,760.00  
                            

 

School $                       3,052.00 

 

Children $                            21.79         

 

Mailed In Sunday $                       1,602.00 

 

Mailed in School $                              0.00          

 

Direct Deposit $                       2,120.00 

 

Totals  $                                       16,555.79   

 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:      
 

Facilities Maintenance Technician Job Posting:  
   St. Peter’s Parish & School has an immediate opportunity for 
an experienced individual  who can  effectively and efficiently 
perform various building maintenance, janitorial and general 
repair duties.  The successful applicant should have working 
knowledge of boiler operations: refrigeration, plumbing and 
maintenance, electrical repairs, and fire, phone and security 
systems.  Very good communication skills, ability to multi-
task, and desire to work well as a member of a team are imper-
ative to success.  Must pass all BCI and FBI background 
checks & Diocesan requirements for protecting youth. 
    Send resume with wage and benefit requirements to human-
resources@myspartans.org or St. Peter’s Parish 104 West First 
St., Mansfield, OH 44902 Attn:  Human Resources.  The posi-
tion is also posted on the following websites:  
ohiomeansjobs.org and mansfieldareahelpwanted.com. 

   The Downtown Mansfield, Inc., St. Peter’s 
District will host its Fall Neighborhood 
Clean-Up on Wednesday, October 14, 2015 
from 3:30 p.m.- 5:00 p.m.   
    All students and parishioners are welcome 

and encouraged to help. Check in at the table in front of the 
Franciscan Activity Center on the day of the event.   
   STUDENTS:  THIS IS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU 
TO EARN SERVICE HOURS!  (Rain date will be 10/21/15. 
Time will remain the same.) For more information, contact 
Bob Vaccaro at 419-610-7872. 

World Meeting of Families Deanery Event:   

 
 

     October 14, 2015 - 7:00 p.m. - Hosted by 
St. Mary of the Snows, Mansfield.  Dinner at 
6:00 p.m.  This is one of fifteen events occur-
ring all across the Diocese of Toledo.  It is a 

family friendly event featuring live music, praise, worship & 
adoration with a special video message from Bishop Thomas 
and testimonials from pilgrims who attended the historic events 
in Philadelphia. Pictures available with a life-sized cardboard 
cut-out of the Pope!  Don’t miss out on this amazing program! 
   For more information, contact Monica Martinez in the Dio-
cese of Toledo Marriage & Family Life Office (419-244-6711 
ext. 715) or email her at mmartinez@toledodiocese.org.  You 
can also call Cindy Zirzow at St. Mary’s (419-892-1110.) 

Catholic Women’s Club 

 

     The next luncheon will be Wednesday, October 
14, 2015.  It will be held at the Road House Brown 
Derby, 3985 Park Avenue West, Mansfield, Ohio.  
Lunch will be served at 12:00 noon.  All Catholic 
women from any parish in our Deanery are invited 

to attend.  If you are new, we encourage you to join us and get 
to know the Catholic women in our area.  You may call Sharon 
Houseworth at 419-347-1631 or Sandy Trebonik at 419-756-
6368 to make your reservation. 

In God’s Arms…  Robert E. Kelly,  John Maurer,  
                                    John Cole 

    The kiosk has new CDs! Stop and take a 
look.  The pr ice is still $3.00.  We have: Unlock-
ing The Book of Revelation, Understanding the 
Lord’s Prayer, Freedom through Forgiveness, Our 
Lady of Sorrows, Fan or Follower, The Holy Eu-

charist, and Abraham.  If you were a recent catechumen and 
have not yet received your welcome bag from St. Peter’s Re-
spect Life Chapter, please stop by.  We would also like you 
to  pick out a CD or Book of your choosing as a gift from us.  

 
 
 
                I       Rebecca Schuster and Christopher Webb 
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RECYCLING ~ Our  next Recycling date is: 
  October 9, 2015 in the Franciscan Activity  

Center  Parking lot.   
HOURS: 10 to 11 am and 2 to 4 pm. 

IMPORTANT:  Please honor these drop off times. Do not 
leave your recyclables on the sidewalks or curbs.  

 

BLUE  BARRELS  
October 10 & 11 

Snyder Funeral Home 
350 Marion Ave. 

419-525-4411 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

 
 

 

 

 
 

           

STATE OF OHIO  
SCHOOL CHOICE SCHOLARSHIPS 

 
New application window opened for State of Ohio EdChoice 
Traditional and EdChoice Expansion Scholarships! 
 

Deadline is October 9, 2015. 
 

St. Peter’s Catholic School participates in the State of Ohio 
School Choice Scholarship Program and accepts admission 
application and scholarship application for these scholarships.  
 

EdChoice Traditional Scholarship eligibility: 
Students WHO WERE ASSIGNED to Mansfield Middle 
School or Hedges Alternative School during the 2014-2015 
school year or ARE NOW ASSIGNED to Mansfield Middle 
School or Hedges Alternative School this current school year . 
 
 

EdChoice Expansion Scholarship eligibility:  
Families with qualified income whose child is in kindergarten, 
first  grade, or second grade for this 2015-2016 school year.  
For example, a family of 3 earning less than $40,180 would 
qualify, a family of 4 earning less than $48,500 would qualify, 
a family of 5 earning less than $56,820 would qualify, etc. 
 
 

CALL NOW!  If you have any questions or  would like more 
information, please contact St. Peter’s Elementary School prin-
cipal, Mrs. Madalyn Bauer, 419-524-3351; St. Peter’s JrHi/HS 
principal, Mr. Mike Wasiniak, 419-524 0979; or Laura Grego-
ry, State Services Office Manager, 419-524-2572. 
 

  Attention Cooks and Bakers: 

    We are in need of help for the monthly Music   
Series receptions.  About once a month, we pro-
vide refreshments in the FAC after the concerts. 
You can contribute whatever you would like.  
Please Contact Missy Saprano at 419-524-0373 
or msaprano@aol.com.  Thank You!   

HEARTS & MINDS with HOPE:  

 

     If you and/or a loved one are strug-
gling with depression or other mental 
health issues, consider joining us on 
Tuesday, October 27th after 4:00 in 
Assisi Hall for “Adversity and Chal-

lenge.”  For further information, contact Sue Malaska at 
vmalaska@neo.rr.com or call 419-756-0962. 

   All youth (grades 7-12) are invited 
to attend the 7th annual Building a 
Culture of Life Youth Retreat and 
Dinner to be held on Saturday, Oc-
tober 24, 2015 from 6-9 pm at St. 
Stephen Catholic Church in West 

Salem, Ohio.  This is a fun and free event that includes a 
spaghetti dinner, ice cream bar, Eucharistic Adoration, and 
prizes and more.  Franciscan University student David Henley 
will give talks titled "LIFE-a Seamless Garment" and "LIFE-
Let's DO This."  Registration is by phone or email.  Contact 
Wendy and Todd McKee  by calling  330-262-1096 or 
wtm@embarqmail.com 

 

 

 
 

Friday, October 9th: Annual Oktoberfest to benefit St. Pe-
ter’s Respect Life Committee.  Dinner will be served starting at 
6:00 p.m.  Traditional German fare to be served. We will be 
having an exciting and dynamic guest speaker, Peter Range, at 
6:30pm.    Please RSVP by Wednesday for any meals you plan 
to attend or sign up at the club.  Call 419-529-5532 to leave 
your name, phone number and the number of people in your 
party who wish to attend on our answering machine.  K of C: 
1114 Park Avenue West - Mansfield. 

     Feeling the call to be a part of something 
spectacular?  How about a barber shop 
quartet?  We are looking for  gentlemen to 
sing in the parish production of The Music 
Man coming in April 2016.   
    Two groups will be formed.  Rehearsals 

will begin later this fall.   
    Contact Jim Cox, Director, at cox.jim@myspartans.org or 
call him directly at 419-571-9874.  

  
    “Lida Rose is calling your name…”          
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TREK or TREAT:  Heroes and a Couple of Villains 
 
 DATE:  Sunday, October  25, 2015 
 LOCATION:  Holy Tr inity Lutheran 
Church, 525 W. Cook Rd. in Mansfield. 
 REGISTRATION:  Begins at 3:30 p.m..  
Race starts at 4:30 p.m. 
 COST:  $20. Pre-registered.  $25. Race day. 

Course map, registration and sponsorship forms  
available at the Parish Center or www.trekortreat.com.   

     

Come to the Junior High  
Youth Rally 

 

October 10th from 10 a.m.– 6 p.m.  
 

In the Activity Center at Saint  
                        Peter’s Parish in Mansfield 

 

All 6th– 8th Graders in our Juan Diego Deanery are  
     invited and encouraged to attend!  The day includes fun 

games, service, Mass, speakers and a whole lot of fun! 
 

Come join other Catholic Youth in our area to meet some 
new people and learn a little bit more about your faith. 

 

Lunch is provided.    
A $5.00 suggested donation would be appreciated. 

 

Contact Elizabeth Wurm at wurm.elizabeth@myspartans.org 
by October 1st or call the parish office to speak with Elizabeth 
at 419-524-2572 for more information or to register. 

   On October 20th, RichlandSource along with a number of 
significant partners will host a debate for Mansfield's 
Mayoral Candidates at the Renaissance Theatre. 
 

   The debate is open to the public. Reserved tickets are availa-
ble free of charge.  The debate is likely to be the biggest local 
political event in quite some time.  Organizers are hoping to fill 
up the Renaissance so voters will be well informed and make 
the best decision for the city on election day. 
 

 Information about the debate: 
http://www.richlandsource.com/news/online-ticketing-
announced-for-mayoral-debate-oct/article_6cace1de-57ba-
11e5-aa8d-e3b376f3eb30.html  
 

Link to reserve tickets: 
http://mansfieldtickets.com/tickets-events/event-schedule/
eventdetail/139/-/mayoral-debate 
 

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Debate begins at 6:00 pm.  

Confirmation Mass with Bishop Thomas       

     Fifty of our young people will celebrate the Sacrament of 
Confirmation with Bishop Thomas on October 11th at our reg-
ular Sunday 11:30 Mass. That means the Church will be unusu-
ally full with family and friends of the Confirmandi.  
  

      Because it is a more solemn occasion, incense will be 
used!  Parishioners with allergies or other sensitivity to incense 
may want to choose to attend another of our Sunday Masses 
that weekend.   
 

     If you have mobility problems, you may also want to choose 
another Mass that weekend.  Our other weekend Masses 
are Saturday at 5:00 p.m. and Sunday at  7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 
a.m.   
     Please call the Parish Office or the Parish Religious Educa-
tion Office at 419-524-2572 if you have questions. 

   October is Vocations Awareness Month.  
The Traveling Cross Program provides op-
portunity for  parish families to pray for reli-
gious vocations, particularly for an increase in 
Priests.  Beginning the fir st weekend in Octo-

ber, a volunteer family will receive the cross at each Mass to 
take home with them for daily prayer during their assigned 
week.  Prayers will be provided or you may use your own. 
 

   The participating families will return the traveling cross the 
following week and hand it off to another family.  For more 
information, please call Teresa Baker (419-756-2699) or Cathy 
Forster (419-524-3426). 
 

   All families (including singles) are encouraged to participate 
in this worthwhile project. 

 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is designed for  
our young people in kindergarten through fourth 
grade.  We could use several more teachers for the 
9:30 and 11:30 Masses.  If you are interested, please 

contact Angie Dillon at dillon.angie@myspartans.org or call 
419-524-2572 ext. 2112. 

 

PARISH DIRECTORIES HAVE ARRIVED! 

  Our parish pictorial directories are here!  Thank you to 
all who picked up their directory after Mass last weekend. 

    If you had your photo taken or you submitted a photo, 
your FREE directory is waiting for you in the Parish Cen-
ter office this week.   

   Those who did not have a photo taken may purchase a 
directory for only $10.00 AFTER OCTOBER 12th in the 
Parish Center office. 

    North Central Ohio Vocations Club  

 

North Central Ohio Vocations Club will be meet-
ing Monday evening, October  12th, in the Francis-
can Center after the 5:30 Mass at St. Peter's. Brother 
Randy Kin, OFM Conv., Pilgrimage and Retreat/

Program Director of Our Lady of Consolation Shrine, will be 
our guest presenter. Guests are welcome. Dinner is only $7.00. 
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Unfortunately, a portion of Fr. Jeremy’s bulletin column from last week was omitted.  This is the complete bulletin article: 
 

The Pope and Inclusion 
    As you are reading this, I am probably standing with about one million people in Philadelphia at the World Meeting of Families.  
You are probably closer to the pope on TV than we are in Philly!!   
    Many people hope that Pope Francis will embody a new stance by the Church toward certain moral issues concerning the family.  
Of course, this will not happen in any significant way and so this hope is unfounded.  However, what this Pope has embodied maybe 
better than anyone I’ve ever observed is inclusion of people.  This is what makes him so attractive to the world.  He is incredibly 
inclusive of people.  But mind you, this does not mean he is inclusive of all ideas.  A person is much more valuable than an idea; so 
someone can love us as a person but disagree with us over lots of ideas.  Thus, while Pope Francis demonstrates unconditional love 
of people, he will have very clear things to say about the good of marriage and family life and the evil that threatens these realities.   
    This is precisely how Jesus was.  Jesus did not sanction and validate every idea he heard.  He loved the person, and precisely be-
cause he loved them, he had to correct or fine-tune their mistaken ideas about what is good and evil.  Jesus gives an expression of his 
inclusivity in the gospel today, “For whoever is not against us is for us.”  This gives quite a large umbrella to following Jesus and 
warns us about limiting the extent of God’s power and presence in other people’s lives, as the Israelites wrongly tried to do in the 
first reading.  They tried to monopolize God’s action to include only their own experiences, and in this they were reprimanded by 
Moses. 
    In the perfect correlative to this inclusivity, St. Matthew quotes Jesus in his gospel saying, “Whoever is not with me is against 
me” (Matthew 12:30).  This seems to move in the opposite direction than today’s gospel, providing a quite narrow and exclusive 
interpretation of following Jesus.  This is meant to protect us from an “anything goes” mentality that emphasizes God’s uncondition-
al love but fails to see that God’s love calls for constant conversion. 
    Like Jesus, Pope Francis will challenge us in Philadelphia and in America in general to be inclusive of people but not inclusive of 
all ideas.  Not everything is good for us or will help us to flourish as human beings.  May we strive in our own life to be inclusive of 
people, but reasonably scrutinize the ideas around which we base our lives.   
    May we grow together in Christ, 
 
Fr. Jeremy 



 

 

# 776400    1200 bulletins 
please 
St. Peter Church 
104 W First Street 
Mansfield, OH 44902-2199 
 
419-524-2572 
Attn: Claudia/Cindy 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

 

Monday: Jon 1:1 — 2:2, 11; Jon 2:3-5, 8; Lk 10:25-37 
Tuesday: Jon 3:1-10; Ps 130:1b-4ab, 7-8; Lk 10:38-42 
Wednesday: Jon 4:1-11; Ps 86:3-6, 9-10; Lk 11:1-4 
Thursday: Mal 3:13-20b; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 11:5-13 
Friday: Jl 1:13-15; 2:1-2; Ps 9:2-3, 6, 16, 8-9;  
 Lk 11:15-26 
Saturday: Jl 4:12-21; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12;  
 Lk 11:27-28 
Sunday: Wis 7:7-11; Ps 90:12-17; Heb 4:12-13;  
 Mk 10:17-30 [17-27] 

   

TOWARD HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS 
 From the beginning of creation, God intended for people to live together in relationship with one 
another. Much of scripture shows us how to do this as it illustrates and clarifies God’s plans. The read-
ings this weekend guide us in the value and care of our relationships. Specifically, the Gospel focuses 
on the circumstances of failed relationships. Unlike the Pharisees, we would do well not to focus on 
the laws that pertain to failed relationships, but concentrate instead on what God really intended for us. 
Healthy bonds require a lot of our time and energy. They certainly require trust and honesty. Jesus 
demonstrated a deep commitment to his friends and to us. As our brother, he gave his very life for us. 
Children work hard at friendships. They trust, forgive, and love without conditions. The final words of today’s Gospel invite 
us to welcome Jesus and the people of our relationships with the fresh enthusiasm of a child. 
 
 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 The old world of what we call canonical penance, or the extraordinary one�time public repentance of sinners, began to 
collapse with the conversion of Constantine in the early fourth century. It tottered for a hundred years or so and then virtually 
disappeared. It served an isolated and persecuted church well, but once people began seeking baptism for economic and politi-
cal privilege, a real pastoral crisis exploded. There were more lukewarm Christians afoot, and some “barbarians” rampaging 
through the ruins accepted baptism just because their leaders did. 
 As the old structures collapsed, people who still sought some sort of public conversion scampered off to the desert to live 
in monastic isolation. Penance disappeared from the parish scene, and the old bench where hungry penitents used to beg for 
prayers was empty. Some bishops faced the crisis by inventing alternate means of discipline, all more private than public. A 
person might be asked to refrain from receiving Communion for a time, or even to accept some sort of corporal punishment 
(the pedigree of the stocks and scarlet letters of colonial America). This had the effect of separating the sinner from the 
prayerful intercession of the gathered church, and made an already bad situation worse. Before long, the pastoral system of 
penance was in a shambles, and sadly irrelevant to ordinary Christians. 
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — The man said, “This one is bone of my 
bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called 
‘woman’ ” (Genesis 2:18-24). 
Psalm — May the Lord bless us all the days of our lives 
(Psalm 128). 
Second Reading — He who consecrates and those who 
are being consecrated all have one origin  
(Hebrews 2:9-11). 
Gospel — Whoever does not accept the kingdom of God 
like a child shall not enter it (Mark 10:2-16 [2-12]). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE:   In today’s Gospel, Jesus encourages married couples to throw away the mar-
riage rule book. Rules are for those with “hardened hearts.” Married couples are called to be a sacramental 
reflection of God’s faithful and selfless love - a place where people live and love beyond rules and formulas.  
~ By Bud Ozar 

 
 

Helen & Clarence Blanchard and Jeanne Test-Antinozzi 
St. Peter’s Parish is grateful for the donation made to our parish from the estates of Helen & Clarence Blanchard (parents of Ann 
Manning and grandparents to her 10 children who are all alumni of St. Peter’s School) and also Jeanne Test-Antinozzi.  Let us con-
tinue to remember them in our prayers as they share eternal life. 
  
Giving to Our Future:  Once you have made provision for your loved ones, you have the opportunity to make a lasting gift by 
leaving a legacy to St. Peter’s Parish and Schools.  Leaving a gift in your Will to St. Peter’s is one of the most valuable and lasting 
ways you can continue to support the work of our parish and schools.  Your gift is an expression of your gratitude and thanksgiving 
to God, and will help maintain and enhance our church and our many ministries.  Thank you for remembering St. Peter’s. 



 

 


