⚫

YOU'RE INVITED

Register Now!

Join other young adult women to explore the call to religious life and learn more
about the Sisters of the Precious Blood.
This virtual retreat will be held in a series of four one-hour zoom calls begining
at 7:30EST each evening, Monday-Thursday, September 21-25th.

"Why should I attend?"
We're glad you asked!

Jesus issued an invitation to his disciples to "Come and See." He invited them to test the waters
and learn through experience.
We're offering you the same thing. Come and see what life as a Sister is like!

For more information and to register: tinyurl.com/pbcomeandsee
"I had been thinking about religious life for a while, but I didn't know what to do about it.
After a retreat with the Sisters, I found more clarity in my discernment. I wasn't afraid to
ask questions or discern anymore."

Converse with Sisters
Practice Discernment Skills
Share Faith Experiences
Learn about the Vows
Discover Precious Blood Spirituality
Q & A opportunities
Register Now!

4000 Denlinger Road, Dayton, OH, USA
937-974-0626

Basic Information

The "Zoom and See" retreat is an invitation for women ages 18-45 to get to know the Sisters of the Precious
Blood through a series of short Zoom calls. We will meet each day Monday (Sept 21) - Thursday (Sept 24)
for one hour, beginning at 7:30pm EST. There will be an opportunity to hear vocation stories from our
sisters, learn about community life, the vows, and Precious Blood Spirituality. On Sunday, September 20th, you
will receive an e-mail with the Zoom link and other pertinent information. We do ask that women commit ton
attend to all four evenings.
If you have any questions, please e-mail Jenna at JLegg@cppsadmin.org.

Today’s readings focus on one of the most difficult and,
simultaneously, one of the most vital aspects of the life of a believer.
Among the ideas we toss around most casually is, “forgive and
forget,” as though it’s not hard at all to do that. And as though
forgiving others isn’t tough enough, Jesus’ command to forgive, “…
seventy times seven…” makes it that much more difficult.
It’s a radical idea. Instead of holding grudges; instead of harboring
bitterness; instead of seeking ways to avenge the wrongs done to us,
we are to set aside our anger and our vengeance. The British author
and scholar, C. S. Lewis, has said that forgiveness is to forgive the
inexcusable in others because God has forgiven the inexcusable in us.
In times like these, we look at the barriers which divide us from one
another and, instead of trying to break down those barriers, we seize
upon them as the very reason for our hatred and spite…clearly the
people on the other side are not just wrong; they’re sinners and
evildoers and we can’t talk with them because of it. A nation polarized
and fracturing amid hateful conduct and vicious recrimination toward
each other desperately needs to hear the message in today’s readings.
The Christian is commanded by our Lord to forgive. As he himself
hung between heaven and earth on the cross and pleaded for God to
forgive his tormentors and his killers, so are we to do. We cannot
sanitize or dismiss the suffering of God’s only Son. Along with that
we cannot ignore the example he set for us when he asked God to
forgive them. He is our model and our guide. We are called to live as
he lived, to sacrifice as he sacrificed, and to bear our crosses as he
bore his.
And it’s not optional, friends. The command to forgive is tied directly
to our need for forgiveness from God. The notion that we must forgive
each other from our hearts is tremendously difficult to understand let
alone put into practice. But we must do it and we must do it ruthlessly,
as it were. Forgiveness, for the Christian, means not harboring even
the least bit of resentment or anger. We pray it in the Lord’s Prayer.
We are reminded of it in the Scriptures, including those we hear today.
Forgive so that you may be forgiven. Do not judge so that you may not
be judged. Forgive your enemy seventy times seven.
Lately, it seems to be fashionable for us to think something along the
lines of, “… I’ll forgive those people I deem worthy of forgiveness,
but there are many out there who do not deserve forgiveness at all, and
who deserve the most dire punishments.“ And just in case anyone is
wondering, this idea is completely wrong. There is no truth in it
whatsoever. The forgiveness of God is extended to all, but we must
first cleanse ourselves of our list of wrongs done to us and we must
extend our forgiveness before we can receive it from God.
Finally, I am mindful of a scene from the movie, “The Mission.” The
character played by Robert De Niro has committed many sins and as
penance, he carries all of his burdens himself, including a suit of armor
and weapons. As he follows the Jesuits to the mission station, he is
compelled to climb a steep cliff above a raging river. With all those
burdens tied together and trailing behind him, he comes to the
realization that he cannot take those symbols of his previous life with
him and he realizes he must discard them before he can continue the
climb. So he cuts them loose and they fall away.
Not precisely the image we need here, but so it is with forgiveness. As
long as we carry with us the bitterness, the hatred, the desire for
revenge or satisfaction, we will never be able to make the climb to
which we are called as followers of Jesus. We have to cut them away.
We cannot carry our grudges with us.
Nelson Mandela is quoted as saying, “Resentment is like drinking
poison and hoping it will kill your enemy.” He was right. If we are to
be healed, individually and collectively as a people, we must
absolutely and permanently discard our desire for punishment for the
other. No Christian can do any less, especially in the light of our
Master’s plea upon the cross. God bless us all and help us to extend
true forgiveness!
Bill Johnson
Director of Music and Liturgy
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