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Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good Morning!
In today’s Gospel (cf. Mt 10:26-33) the Lord Jesus, after having called and sent the disciples on mission,
teaches them and prepares them to face the trials and persecutions they will have to endure. Going on mission
is not like tourism, and Jesus cautions them: “you will find persecutions”. So he exhorts them: “have no fear of
them; for nothing is covered that will not be revealed.... What I tell you in the dark, utter in the light.... And do
not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul” (vv. 26-28). They can only kill the body; they do not
have the power to kill souls: do not fear this. Jesus’ dispatch [of the disciples] on mission does not guarantee
their success, just as it does not protect them from failure and suffering. They have to take into account both
the possibility of rejection and that of persecution. This is somewhat frightening but it is the truth.
The disciple is called to conform his life to Christ who was persecuted by men, knew rejection, abandonment
and death on the cross. There is no Christian mission marked by tranquility! Difficulties and tribulations are
part of the work of evangelization and we are called to find in them the opportunity to test the authenticity of
our faith and of our relationship with Jesus. We must consider these difficulties as the opportunity to be even
more missionary and to grow in that trust toward God, our Father who does not abandon his children during
the storm. Amid the difficulties of Christian witness in the world, we are not forgotten but always assisted by
the attentive concern of the Father. For this reason, in today’s Gospel, a good three times Jesus reassures the
disciples, saying: “Do not fear!”
Even in our day, brothers and sisters, persecution against Christians is present. We pray for our brothers and
sisters who are persecuted and we praise God because, in spite of this, they continue to bear witness to their
faith with courage and faithfulness. Their example helps us to not hesitate in taking the position in favour of
Christ, bearing witness bravely in everyday situations, even in apparently peaceful contexts. In effect, a form
of trial can also be the absence of hostility and tribulation. Besides [sending us out] as “sheep in the midst of
wolves,” the Lord even in our times sends us out as sentinels in the midst of people who do not want to be
woken from their worldly lethargy which ignores the Gospel’s words of Truth, building for themselves their
own ephemeral truths. And if we go to or live in these contexts, and we proclaim the Words of the Gospel, this
is bothersome and they will look at us unkindly.
But in all this, the Lord continues to tell us, as he did to the disciples of his time: “Do not fear!” Let us not
forget these words: always, when we experience any tribulation, any persecution, anything that causes us to
suffer, let us listen to the voice of Jesus in our hearts: “Do not fear! Do not fear! Go Forth! I am with you!”
Do not fear those who mock you and mistreat you and do not fear those who ignore you or respect you “to
your face”, but fight the Gospel “behind your back”. There are so many who smile to our face, but fight the
Gospel behind our backs. We all know them. Jesus does not leave us all alone, because we are precious to him.
That is why he does not leave us all alone. Each one of us is precious to Jesus and he accompanies us.
May the Virgin Mary, example of humility and courageous adherence to the Word of God, help us to
understand that success does not count in the witness of faith, but rather faithfulness, faithfulness to Christ,
recognizing in any circumstance even the most problematic, the inestimable gift of being his missionary
disciples.

Declaring ourselves for Jesus in the presence of others
Homily for the Twelfth Sunday of Year A
by Fr. Tommy Lane
Thousands of pilgrims visit the Franciscan Monastery in Široki Brijeg every year, about one hour distant from
Međugorje (Medjugorje). On February 7th 1945 the Communist soldiers arrived and said, “God is dead, there
is no God, there is no Pope, there is no Church, there is no need of you, you also go out in the world and
work.” The communists forgot that the Franciscans were working, most of the Franciscans were teaching in
the adjoining school. Some of the Franciscans were famous professors and had written books. The communists
asked them to remove their habits. The Franciscans refused. One angry soldier took the Crucifix and threw it
on the floor. He said, “you can now choose either life or death.” Each of the Franciscans knelt down, embraced
the Crucifix and said, “You are my God and my All.” The thirty Franciscans were taken out and slaughtered
and their bodies burned in a nearby cave where their remains lay for many years. Today they are buried inside
the Franciscan church. (this account continues below) In our Gospel today Jesus said, “if anyone declares
himself for me in the presence of men, I will declare myself for him in the presence of my Father in heaven.”
The thirty Franciscan martyrs of Široki Brijeg are a powerful example of declaring oneself in the presence of
others for Jesus. They lived something else Jesus also said in the Gospel, “Do not be afraid of those who kill
the body but cannot kill the soul; fear him rather who can destroy both body and soul in hell.” (Matt 10:28)
We do not live under such difficult circumstances. But the Church in our time is also suffering greatly as it did
in Herzegovina in 1945. We have lost our sense of right and wrong because we are drifting away from God.
When we drift away from the Truth it follows naturally that we don’t know the difference between truth and
falsehood anymore. We do not know any more that sins are sins despite the fact that Paul wrote to the Romans
that the whole human race has sinned as we heard in our second reading (Rom 5:12). A different type of
martyrdom is needed now, dry martyrdom or we might say white martyrdom, showing by the way we live and
by what we say that we are declaring ourselves for Jesus in the presence of others, that divine grace comes to
us from Jesus as Paul wrote (Rom 5:15)
Sometimes we hear it said that someone is following the crowd. The crowd now is running away from God
because it is uncool to be religious, and the martyrdom needed now is not to follow the crowd. The crowd
thinks being religious limits one’s freedom, curbs one’s enjoyment of life. The crowd, looking for pleasure at
every moment, has got lost unknown to itself and does not realize that freedom and pleasure are only achieved
by following God’s way. When Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time the crowd greeted him and threw
palms on the road before him, some even put their cloaks on the road before him. A short time later the crowd
asked for Jesus to be crucified and asked for Barabbas to be released. So much for the support of the crowd.
Even the apostles gave in to the pressure of the crowd. When Jesus was arrested in Gethsemane they
abandoned Jesus and fled. In our first reading too Jeremiah said his friends deserted him after he proclaimed a
prophetic word from God.
Instead of following the crowd, the invitation to us in the Scripture readings this weekend is to be strong and
stand up for Jesus and for what is right even if it is unpopular. Our happiness will not come from following the
crowd because the crowd is not happy. Our happiness will come from following God’s ways. Even if they
think you are out of touch, odd, or old-fashioned because you go to Mass, because you respect marriage as a
sacrament and you follow God’s way, hold your head high. Remember on the last day they will not judge you,
God will, and God will also judge them. Jeremiah, as we heard in our first reading suffered dreadful
persecutions because he would not give in to following the crowd, but he was fully aware of the presence of
God with him. He said, “the Lord is at my side, a mighty hero.” (Jer 10:11) Remember the words of Jesus, “If
anyone declares himself for me in the presence of men, I will declare myself for him in the presence of my
Father in heaven.”

Witnessing to Jesus and following God’s way also helps others in the crowd who are lacking courage to follow
Jesus. One of the soldiers in the firing squad at Široki Brijeg later said, “Since I was a child, in my family, I
had always heard from my mother that God exists. To the contrary, Stalin, Lenin, Tito had always asserted and
taught each one of us: there is no God. God does not exist! But when I stood in front of the martyrs of Široki
Brijeg and I saw how those friars faced death, praying and blessing their persecutors, asking God to forgive the
faults of their executioners, it was then that I recalled to my mind the words of my mother and I thought that
my mother was right: God exists!” That soldier converted and now he has a son a priest and a daughter a nun.
As I said, witnessing to Jesus and following God’s way also helps others in the crowd who are lacking the
courage to follow Jesus.

I conclude with the words of Jesus, “If anyone declares himself for me in the presence of men, I will declare
myself for him in the presence of my Father in heaven.” (Matt 10:32)

Lectio Divina
Order of Brothers of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary of Mt. Carmel
Matthew 10: 24:33 (Excerpted for Today’s Gospel)
• Today’s Gospel presents to us various instructions of Jesus on the behavior that the disciples have to adopt in
the exercise of their mission. What strikes most in these instructions are two warnings: (a) the frequency with
which Jesus refers to the persecutions and suffering which they will have to bear; (b) the insistence repeated
three times to the disciples not to be afraid.
• Matthew 10:24-25: Persecutions and sufferings which mark the life of the disciples. These two verses
constitute the final part of a warning of Jesus to the disciples concerning persecutions. The disciples should
know that, because of being disciples of Jesus, they will be persecuted (Mt 10:17-23). But this should not be a
reason for worry, because a disciple should imitate the life of the Master and share the trials with Him. This is
part of discipleship. “A disciple is not greater than the teacher or a servant greater than his master; it is
sufficient for the disciple to grow to be like his teacher and the servant like his master.” If they called Jesus
Beelzebul, how much more will they insult His disciples? In other words, the disciple of Jesus should be
worried if, in his life, there are no persecutions.
• Matthew 10:26-27: Do not be afraid to tell the truth. The disciples should not be afraid to be persecuted.
Those who persecute them pervert the meaning of the facts and spread calumnies which change truth into lies.
But no matter how great the lie, the truth will triumph at the end and will make the lie crumble down. This is
why we should not be afraid to proclaim truth, the things which Jesus has taught. Every day, the means of
communication pervert the meaning of things and the people who proclaim the truth are considered as
criminals; they make our system appear as just and it perverts the meaning of human life.
• Matthew 10:28: Do not be afraid of those who kill the body. The disciples should not be afraid of those who
kill the body, who torture, who strike and cause suffering. Those who torture can kill the body, but they
cannot kill liberty and the spirit in the body. They should be afraid, yes, that the fear of suffering may lead
them to hide or to deny the truth, and that this will lead them to offend God, because anyone who draws away
from God will be lost forever.
• Matthew 10:29-31: Do not be afraid, but trust in Divine Providence. The disciples should not fear anything,
because they are in God’s hands. Jesus tells them to look at the birds of the air. Two sparrows are sold for a
penny, but not one of them will fall to the ground without the Father knowing. Every hair on your head has
been counted. Luke says that not one hair falls without our Father wanting it (Lk 21:18). And so many hairs
fall from our heads! Because of this “Do not be afraid. You are worth more than many sparrows.” This is the
lesson which Jesus draws from the contemplation of nature.
• Matthew 10:32-33: Do not be afraid to be the witnesses of Jesus. At the end Jesus summarizes everything in
this sentence: “If anyone declares himself for Me in the presence of human beings, I will declare Myself for
him in the presence of My Father in heaven; 33: the one who instead will disown Me in the presence of human
beings, I will disown him in the presence of My Father in heaven.” Knowing that we are in God’s hands and
that God is with us, at every moment, we have the necessary courage and the peace to render witness and to be
disciples of Jesus.
4) Personal questions
•What are you afraid of? Why?
•Have you ever been persecuted because of your commitment to announce the Good News of God which
Jesus announced to us?
•Persecution is not comfortable. There can be many small persecutions throughout a day. Do you ever deny
Jesus in little things to make your life more comfortable and not make trouble? How is this important?

Introducing the Reconnect Campaign & Website
We are launching a campaign called Reconnect to assist parishes
and the faithful as we continue to navigate Catholic life during
COVID-19 and through the next phases of re-opening. One part of
the campaign is a website with resources for parishes and the
public. ReconnectToledo.org has resources to help the faithful,
including spiritual resources and good news stories. Another
portion of the website is resources for parishes. These will continue
to be populated with information in the upcoming week.
If you have any questions about the Reconnect campaign, website,
or general social media/Communications questions, please contact
alust@toledodiocese.org.

This morning I saw it. It was just for a moment, but what I saw was the shadowy figure of a small rodent running across
my living room floor. Anyone who knows me knows I am completely terrified of God’s smaller creatures.
We moved within the past year, and in the old farm house we came from, it was not unusual to have four or five catches
of mice per day. You would think I would be used to the situation, but in our new home I have fostered in my head a
false sense of security.
Because my children were just waking up and I didn’t want to frighten them, I mustered some courage as only a mother
can and calmly texted my husband only one word, “MOUSE.”
I started on my MRP (Mouse Reaction Plan). (Yes, everyone should have one.)
Step 1: Don’t look down. If I don’t see it, it doesn’t see me, and if I don’t see it, it doesn’t exist.

Step 2: Clorox down the house until you cannot breathe. And sweep, mop, vacuum, take out the trash,
wipe off all the counter tops, and in general make it a most unwelcome place for the rodent to want to be.
Step 3: Crazily bag up every nonperishable food item in the house and attempt to shove it all into
the refrigerator so as to offer no temptation for our little friend to stay around.
The goal of the trifecta plan was hoping to make it so difficult for the mouse to live in our home that he would go in
search of greener pastures.
As I was performing this thorough, yet irrational mouse eradication process, it made me stop and think.
How many times do I replicate this behavior in my overall life, just because I don’t want to see what is there? If I am
truthful with myself, the answer is probably a lot.

What stood out to me was that this mouse was probably in our home for weeks, perhaps months, before I saw him. I had
an inkling he was there by a quiet rustling here or a trace of him there, but as long as I didn’t see him, I could pretend he
wasn’t and his presence didn’t impact my life. That mouse finally got brave or desperate enough to put down its guard to
pop out one morning, and when he did, I became uncomfortable.
Everything I did that morning was a quick fix to the problem. It might have made him unwelcome, but it didn’t get him
out of the house or give an answer to how he got in.
All that cleaning and bagging of things did not solve the problem. It made things look cleaner, I’ll grant you. It made me
feel better as if I had helped change the situation in some way, but at the end of the day, it had no substantial end result.
We live in a country with a lot of wonderful people in it, but so often we do the same thing: fix something with knee-jerk
reactions, clean up a situation and make it look prettier, make ourselves feel better for helping, even if we haven’t really
solved any problems in the long term. We don’t see those who are marginalized often or well enough, sometimes
because we choose not to look, sometimes because we don’t fully understand. But not seeing them doesn’t mean that
they are gone, or that the difficulties they face have disappeared.
As Catholics we are called not only towards charity but towards justice, working to make systematic changes that will
lead to the greater good. As Saint Oscar Romero stated, “Each one of you have to be God’s microphone.” This sums up
our call to Catholic Social Teachings, to take care of immediate needs through charity, but to also look for long term
changes.
If you are not familiar with them there are great videos on YouTube through Catholic Relief Services that are short and
really speak to our roles as Catholics. Another great resource is the Catholic Social Teaching portion of the USCCB
website. With so much going on in the world right now, and with so many people wanting to make a positive difference,
these two resources are a great place to start to find out how you can more fully exemplify the meaning of the Body of
Christ!

Elizabeth Wurm
Director of Religious Education
and Youth Director

With the 4th of July falling on a Saturday this year,
we will not be having Mass at 9:00 AM, as we
usually do on a holiday. Mass on July 4 will be at
5:00 PM, per our regular Mass schedule

Get
all
your
raffle
tickets
online
(www.tiffinstjoseph.org) or in person (36 Melmore
Street) at the Tiffin St. Joseph “Grab & Go” Festival
on July 11 & 12, 2020! Our 68th annual festival will
look a little different this year due to COVID-19.
Saturday’s hours will be 2:00-8:00 PM and Sunday,
11:00 AM-7:00 PM. Both days will feature the Main
Raffle (Grand Prize - $10,000), Super Raffle (with
over 75 prizes for all ages), 50/50 Raffle and Instant
Bingo and area food vendors/trucks will offer a
variety of sandwich and snack items for your
enjoyment. On Sunday, our World Famous Chicken
Dinners will be offered take-out style and must be
pre-ordered and paid by Monday, July 6 through the
St. Joseph parish website or by calling the parish
office at 419-447-5848. Unfortunately, many
favorites won’t be available, such as the Cake
Wheel, Bingo or adult gambling, and there won’t be
games or rides for the younger group, but we plan to
bring them all back next year! If you are looking for
great used items, the General Store will be in the St.
Joseph Activity Center Gym on June 26-27 from
9:00 AM-5:00 PM. So come to the St. Joseph
Festival, get your tickets, and grab some great food
to go! And if you can’t make it, all raffle tickets are
available
on
our
parish
website:
www.tiffinstjoseph.org.

The First Eucharist Retreat for all young people who
prepared to receive their sacrament this year will be
taking place on Saturday, July 11th, from 9 a.m.- 11
a.m. in the church. Please contact Elizabeth Wurm
at wurm.elizabeth@myspartans.org or 419.524.2572
ext. 2114 for more details.

Regular Parish office hours will be from 9 a.m. - 2
p.m,, Monday through Friday.
We respectfully
request that all business that can be done by phone
continue in that manner, and ask, as well, that all
visitors to our parish offices demonstrate social
distancing guidelines.

Vacation Bible School has been cancelled for this
year. We do look forward to seeing you next
summer! Thank you for all who donated to VBS...
those donations, barring the perishable food items
that might expire, will be kept until next year's
event. We look forward to seeing you soon!

Thank you for your continued generosity to our parish during this pandemic. Every sacrificial gift is
accepted in the Lord’s eyes.
Please remember to include our parish in your
estate planning.

Daily Prayer
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