

Introducing the Reconnect Campaign & Website
We are launching a campaign called Reconnect to assist parishes
and the faithful as we continue to navigate Catholic life during
COVID-19 and through the next phases of re-opening. One part of
the campaign is a website with resources for parishes and the
public. ReconnectToledo.org has resources to help the faithful,
including spiritual resources and good news stories. Another
portion of the website is resources for parishes. These will continue
to be populated with information in the upcoming week.
If you have any questions about the Reconnect campaign, website,
or general social media/Communications questions, please contact
alust@toledodiocese.org.

Sixth Sunday of Easter Year A
Homily by Msgr. John S. Mbinda, Pastor of St. John the Apostle and Evangelist, Diocese of Honolulu, Hawaii
Sixth Sunday of Easter Year A
Readings: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17; 1 Peter 3:15-18; John 14:15-21
Promise, waiting, Holy Spirit, yearning for belonging and continued care, are some of the phrases that help to
focus on the central message of this Sunday. The central metaphor that highlights the message is that of an
orphan waiting. In the Gospel, Jesus reassures us that he will not leave us orphans. When He is gone, the Holy
Spirit will come to care for us, but he is yet to come. The Holy Spirit will come according to God’s plan and
time, not ours. During my 20 years in Rome I spent the Easter Triduum in a parish on the outskirts of Verona,
the home of the legendary Romeo and Juliet! There I had the opportunity to meet many orphaned children
some of whom had lost parents because of death or incapacity. A good number had disability, not just physcically, but also a sense of abandonment and loneliness. One orphan girl stands out in my mind: Francesca. Her
African mom had died in childbirth and her Italian dad had entrusted his tiny daughter to the parish orphanage. I watched Francesca grow up over the years. I recall when I first held Francisca, she cried so loudly that I
gave her back to the woman caring for the orphans. As she got older, she kept her distance, even hiding from
me. One day, when she was about four, I said Mass for orphans, and after Mass Francesca let me pick her up.
I held her in front of me, looked into her wide, brown eyes and said, "Francesca, tu è mia figlia. Francisca,
you are my daughter." She looked at me, then reached out and put her arms around my neck. Now, it seemed
to me she had been waiting to find someone who would extend to her the love she was missing from her parents. Her embrace - in an instinctive way –was in search for the family Jesus would give her. Jesus tells us
today that he will not leave us orphans. Sometimes we feel that way – alone and abandoned, on our own. Jesus invites us to open our hearts to love him and, if we do what he wants us to do, he will give us a family; a
sense of belonging, sometimes in mysterious ways we never thought of.
Like Franscesca, we are waiting for someone to extend to us the parental love we miss, and like the disciples,
we wait for the promise to be fulfilled. That is why Jesus in the Gospel today assures us that He will not leave
us orphans after his ascension into heaven. He will ask the Father to give us another Advocate to be with us
forever. The readings focus our attention on the coming of Christ's Spirit of Truth on the Church, the source of
the Church's proclamation of the Christian message to the world. The role of the Holy Spirit in the mission of
the Church from the earliest beginnings is confirmed in both the first and the second readings. In the Acts of
he Apostles, Philip had gone to a Samaritan town to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ. We read that the
people were united in welcoming the message that Philip preached. On getting the news about the success of
Philip, the apostles sent Peter and John from Jerusalem to Samaria, to pray over the neophytes and lay hands
on them, "and they received the Holy Spirit". The message of the risen Lord will be kept alive and passed on
from one generation to the next in this missionary spirit and action of the Church, by the help of the Holy
Spirit, the advocate in times of opposition and trial. The Holy Spirit, in his own silent witness continues to
secure the Church's success everywhere, even in most difficult moments of hostile attacks and trials. The message may be summed up in three points. 1) It is quite clear that the Holy Spirit has kept alive the faith and
hope of Christians over these 2000 years in the midst of turmoil and trials. 2) At times, we too are like the little girl, Franscesca, waiting for someone to affirm to us that we are not abandoned and that we belong to a
parish community that cares for us. 3) As we wait for the fulfilment of Christ’s promise, may our faith and
hope be strengthened; may we be enabled to overcome trials in difficult moments, particularly when we find
ourselves abandoned and under attack for the faith.
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6th Sunday of Easter “The Importance of Prayer” Fr. Frank Schuster, Pastor of St. Teresa of Calcutta Church,
Woodinville, Washington, Archdiocese of Seattle
I found an interesting selection of prayers once, it began with: Lord, help me to relax about insignificant details, beginning tomorrow at 11:41AM PST. God, help me to consider people's feelings, even if most of them are hypersensitive and
wrong. God, help me to try not to run everything; but if You need some help, just ask. O God, please please let me win
this lottery: I promise to pay you 10%. Dear God, help me get revenge my co- worker. By the way, thank you for forgiving me my sins. God, give me more patience, right now!
I found these prayers interesting because it made me pay attention to the little prayers I pray during the day. I think most
of us say little prayers throughout the day. And not just the ones we direct to other cars that pass us on the freeway. I am
talking about the little prayers we say like when we pass by a flower that is especially beautiful and say “thank you
God”. Or when a meeting with someone is going well, or not so well, we have little prayers we offer to God throughout
the day. We all do this don’t we? It makes me believe that God has to be a tremendously patient with us to put up with
all the prayers that we give him throughout the day.
The Gospel tells us that Jesus is in the Father and we are in him and Jesus is in us. This means we are intimately connected every minute of the day to Jesus, his Father, and the Holy Spirit. God knows about every instant of our lives because he is the precondition for our existing every second of everyday. To be baptized Christians is to enter into an eternal story of love that is Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
The Apostle John tells us that God is love and all who live in love live in God. The first chapter of Genesis tells us that
this is so because we are made in the image and likeness of this God who is love. St. Paul says when everything else is
taken away, only faith, hope and love remain and the greatest of these is love.
Sin, therefore, is when we do not love as we ought. Sin separates us from God when we do not follow the commandments, when we do not treat God, others or ourselves for that matter in the loving way we should. We can look in the
newspaper or news sites, or turn on the TV and we see a lot of sin in the world. There is a lot of hate and a lot of misuse
of human freedom out there. Because we continually manage to litter our world with sin, our Father in heaven, out of
love, sent his Son whom he loves to love us by his passion, death and resurrection, recreating us in his image and likeness, which of course is love. The love that processes forth from Father and Son is and is revealed to us as the Holy Spirit, who advocates for us and teaches us how to love in a world that can be at times very unloving.
This is where the little prayers we say throughout the day become very helpful. We offer a morning prayer when we first
wake up to help us focus our attention on the day we have been given and the relationships entrusted to us. We offer
meal time prayers to recognize that every gift we have comes from God. We offer prayers for the people who mistreat us
during the day because we know love also works for justice. This includes seeing difficult people not with our eyes but
with God’s eyes the best we can. When someone offers us a kindness or if we see something particularly beautiful during the day, like that flower I mentioned, we can offer a little prayer at these moments as well in thanksgiving. At the
end of our day, we can call to mind all the prayers we offered during the day as we offer one final prayer before we sleep
for whatever is on our hearts before we close our eyes.
You see, my friends, an essential characteristic of someone who is a follower of Jesus is someone who prays. The more
we pray our way through this world, the more the Holy Spirit can work inside of us and through us to make the world a
better place. St. Therese of Avila understood this. She had good advice for those who lived 500 years ago and it is good
advice for us today with all the turmoil we deal with in the news or in our lives. She writes, “Let nothing disturb you. Let
nothing frighten you. All things pass. God does not change. Patience achieves everything. Whoever has God lacks nothing. God alone suffices. Christ has no body now on earth but yours; no hands but yours; no feet but yours. Yours are the
eyes through which the compassion of Christ must look out on the world. Yours are the feet with which He is to go
about doing good. Yours are the hands with which He is to bless His people.”
My friends, we are called to be emissaries of a good and gracious God who live lives guided by the Holy Spirit. This
means prayer is not an option for us. Prayer is essential to who we are. Everything we do begins and ends with prayer
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Message from the Montessori/Elementary School
As we wrap up the 2019-2020 school year, our teachers and students are working hard to complete remote
learning. We will continue with our remote learning plan through May 22, per government orders. Teachers
have planned a Virtual Field Day and a Virtual Scavenger Hunt for students during the last week of school
(May 26-29) to bring the school year to a close. We will have our final work drop off day on Tuesday, May 26
from 7:00-10:00 AM and 4:00-7:00 PM at the Elementary School for students in Kindergarten through Grade
6. Families should plan on attending one of these sessions. Remember, remote learning assignments will be
graded and count toward your child’s fourth quarter grades. Final report cards will be sent out to the parent
email we have on file on Thursday, June 4.
Mrs. Hostettler, our Elementary art teacher, planned a Virtual Art Fest for the Elementary students to
showcase all of the artwork our Elementary students have worked so hard on creating this year. Thank you to
Mrs. Hostettler for your hard work and dedication to our students! The Montessori is looking forward to
having a Virtual “End of the Year” Show via Zoom on Tuesday, May 19! The Preschoolers are looking
forward to singing songs with our music teacher, Mr. Clark, that they’ve been practicing all school year! Also,
the Elementary had a Virtual “Right to Read Week” that included a “Spirit Week,” where students dressed for
a different theme each day of the week. Students dressed up in their school uniforms, everyday superheroes,
pajamas, favorite book characters/authors, and even planned a family “stay-cation” of a place where students
would like to travel. Families submitted pictures of their children and we posted them on our St. Peter’s School
Facebook page! Students also received BINGO boards that encouraged reading to complete during the week.
Students will be receiving prizes for participating in “Spirit Week” and completing their BINGO boards!
If you know of a new family that would be interested in enrolling their child(ren) for next school year in
Preschool through Grade 6, please feel free to share my email address (rastorfer.ashley@myspartans.org) with
them and I would be happy to contact them to start the enrollment process! Don’t forget about the “all day
Preschool” option that will be available for the 2020-2021 school year! The deadline for new scholarship
applications is May 25.
You are all in my prayers for continued health and wellness. Stay safe this Summer!
Blessings,
Mrs. Ashley Rastorfer
Elementary Principal/Montessori Director

Loving Father, you alone are the source of every good gift. We
praise you for all your gifts to us, and we thank you for your
generosity. Everything we have, and all that we are, comes
from you. Help us to be grateful and responsible.
You have called us to follow your son, Jesus, without counting
the cost. Send us your Holy Spirit to give us courage and wisdom to be faithful disciples.
We commit ourselves to being good stewards. Help us to be
grateful, accountable, generous, and willing to give back with
increase. Help us to make stewardship a way of life.
We make this prayer through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
AMEN

We will be having Mass on Monday, May 25 at
9:00 AM as a soft reopening of Mass to the public. Please note that we will be observing all social distancing guideline prescribe by Bishop
Thomas and Ohio Governor DeWine. We ask
that you please only sit in the open pews; at least
six feet away from each other, unless it is a family; we request that you wear a face mask or covering; and that, if possible, you please bring personal hand sanitizer. Thank you!

O Mary, you shine continuously
on our journey as a sign of
salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you,
Health of the Sick.
At the foot of the Cross you
participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we
need.
We are certain that you will provide, so that,
as you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting might
return after this moment of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform
ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus
tells us:
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore
our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, to the
joy of the Resurrection. Amen.
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy
Mother of God.
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test
– and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and
blessed Virgin.
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