The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
In verdant pastures he gives me repose;
beside restful waters he leads me;
he refreshes my soul.
He guides me in right paths
for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk in the dark valley
I fear no evil; for you are at my side.
With your rod and your staff
that give me courage.
You spread the table before me
in the sight of my foes;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
Only goodness and kindness follow me
all the days of my life;
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
for years to come.
~~Psalm 23: 1-3A, 3B-4,5,6~~



Spirituality of the Readings
Fourth Sunday of Easter A
May 3, 2020
John Foley, SJ
Reading I: Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Responsorial Psalm: 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6
Reading II: 1 Peter 2:20b-45
Gospel: John 10:1-10
Sheepish?

What are some facts about those woolly creatures we call sheep? Jesus talks about them and their shepherds in the Gospel this week.
Well, did you (or I) in our childhood have fun by turning various insects on their backs? Childishly, we would watched them struggle
and never achieve their proper leg-side down position, unless we had mercy on them. Shepherds tell us an unshorn sheep is the same
way: completely stranded if it gets turned on its back. In order to turn it right-side up when it was in need, the shepherd would carry
a “crook” and with it would hook the sheep and turn it right. He was kind and careful.
That was why they followed him.
A stranger’s voice could not have the gentle consonance of their master and friend.
History tells us that in Jesus’ time the many shepherds all brought their small flocks down to Jerusalem and that they kept these
together in one big sheepfold. There were no brands, no markings of any kind, just a fuzzy mob. How, you might ask, would each
shepherd retrieve the sheep that belonged to him (or to his boss)?
The first way was by calling each of his sheep by name. He had been with them on the hillsides to the point that they were no longer
strangers to him. For instance, there was the one with the nick in its ear, the one with the pretty face, the one that limped. He had a
name for each because they each had a personality that was special, just as you and I do today. When they heard their name, they got
up and followed.
Second, the sheep recognized not only its name but the actual voice of the shepherd, a much loved sound. It belonged to the one who
flipped them back on their feet, the one who shielded them from wolves, the one who led them to fresh pastures instead of what they
had eaten down to nubs. A stranger’s voice could not have the gentle consonance of their master and friend.
The appropriate sheep flocked to him.
Why does Jesus use such imagery on the Fourth Sunday of Easter? I suppose you know the answer already, but—if you will pardon
the comparison—you and I are much like sheep. The shepherd calls us by name, which means that the magnificent God of the
universe pays attention to us. He knows each and every one of us better than we know ourselves. The name he confirms for each of
us finds its way down to the deepest interior of our souls. Christ calls each of us by name to be most truly who we are.
Of course, we often mishear such a voice. We ignore it, resist it, button our ears to it. But in our moments of sane and solitary
wholeness, or maybe in our times of trouble, our spirits pulse to the rhythm of God’s voice. It resounds within us.
Like the shepherd with his sheep, and in spite of wolves and wildness all around, this call is safe. Christ's call lets our fear drop
away; it turns us right side up. It lets us follow our master and friend, around rocks and even through dark valleys.

Sometimes the phrase, “people are sheep,” is deemed an insult. This Sunday it is the greatest compliment we could get.
John Foley, SJ

Fr. John Foley, SJ, is a composer and scholar at Saint Louis University.
Copyright © 2020, John B. Foley, SJ All rights reserved. Permission is hereby granted to reproduce for personal or parish use.

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Celebration Summary: Bryan M. Cones
Today’s liturgy makes it hard to miss that this is Good Shepherd Sunday. The second and Gospel readings,
both opening prayers and the prayer after Communion, the Gospel acclamation and the Communion antiphon
all make some reference to Christ the Good Shepherd of his flock, the Church. This is hardly surprising: The
Good Shepherd is one of the most beloved images of Christ, as well as one of the most ancient.
At the same time, there is always a danger that the image of the Good Shepherd will be no more than a security
blanket. This is fine for children, who are still learning of God’s constant care and protection, but grown-ups
need to be called beyond mere comfort. First Peter, while referring to Jesus as “shepherd and guardian” of
souls, highlights the suffering we face as members of Christ’s flock. As goes the shepherd, “who died for his
flock” (Communion antiphon), so go the sheep. The opening prayer asks God to grant us the “courage” of our
shepherd, that we may follow him faithfully. The alternative opening prayer is more specific, asking God to
“attune our minds to the sound of [Christ’s] voice” and to “lead our steps in the path he has shown.” This is no
small task.
Though we must allow ourselves to be challenged by the Good Shepherd, we still find hope. Jesus promises
abundant life in the Gospel passage, for as the writer of First Peter says, “By [Christ’s] wounds, [we] have
been healed.” This is cause for joy, and a cause worth living and dying for.
Lectionary Summary: Glenn CJ Byer
The fourth evangelist, John, offers a discourse from Jesus about being shepherd and sheep gate. The voice of
Jesus assures the late first century Christian community of the importance of listening to his voice and resting
in his safety. Jesus promises to keep the flock (the Christian community) safe from thieves and robbers. For
the community today, it is important that our music and liturgy focus on the voice of the shepherd and not get
too impressed with having our own voices, gifts and talents get in the way.
The selection from the Acts of the Apostles exhorts people of faith who have heard the message to be
“baptized...for the forgiveness of your sins” and “receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” The words of Peter have
been prescient for many generations, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” The more things change,
the more they stay the same. In all times and generations, the culture has been a challenge to living a life of
faith in Jesus Christ and being witnesses to the world of God’s power over sin and death.
The words from the First Letter of Peter offer us a glimpse of how we are to embrace suffering to follow in the
footsteps of Jesus. Whereas our culture embraces vengeance and revenge, the redemptive suffering and
sacrifice of Jesus our what we are to embrace. Like the non-violence of Ghandi and Martin Luther King, we
are exhorted to “return no insult”, not to threaten but to hand ourselves over willingly for the sake of our faith.
Doing so, we will be saved by the shepherd who knows his sheep.
Reading Summaries
First Reading: Fr. Eugene Hensell, OSB
Acts 2:14a, 36-41
This passage describes the amazing response of the hearers to the first speech among several that Peter
addresses to the crowds (Acts 2:1). We are given the conclusion of the speech which actually serves as a
summary of all that Peter has said. Two essential points are made. First, Jesus is Lord which means that the
risen Lord shares equal status with God. Second, Jesus is the Messiah, God’s anointed one who is the
promised agent of salvation (Acts 2:36). These essential insights have been made clear through a faith
understanding of the meaning of Jesus’ death and resurrection. This implies that faith more than knowledge is
required to grasp Peter’s message.

The remarkable aspect of the crowd’s response is that it is indeed made in faith (Acts 2:37). They have the
requisite faith but they are unclear about the action that should flow from it. Thus the question. “...what should
we do?” Peter has an immediate response (Acts 2:38). First they should repent. This is not the same thing as
doing penance. To repent means to change radically. If you are going north, change and go south. If you are
going east, change and go west. Second, everyone is to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Baptism gives
one entrance into the faith community and access to the real presence and power of the risen Lord.
The promise of the Holy Spirit is for Jews and Gentiles, those who are near as well as those who are far away
(Acts 2: 39). In other words, salvation is to include all who have faith in the risen Lord. It extends to all
generations including our own.
Responsorial Psalm: Deacon Owen Cummings
Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6
This has to be the most popular, best known and best loved psalm in the Psalter. It is especially meaningful
during Lent. As we are making our way towards the Easter Vigil, the psalm recapitulates the present reality
and the hope of the elect.
In terms of the present, the Lord is indeed the Shepherd of the elect, close to them, guiding them through these
last weeks of preparation for initiation. Lent can be a difficult time for the elect, as they prepare to enter the
Church. Sometimes this leads to difficulties with families, perhaps even periods of concern and even of doubt.
That is why we have the Scrutinies, the prayer that every impediment, every demonic difficulty, may be
removed from the path of the elect. The psalm provides exquisite reassurance: “Even though I walk in the
dark valley I fear no evil; for you are at my side with your rod and your staff that give me courage.” God is
there, side by side with the elect, and indeed with all of us, never absent.
At the Easter Vigil, God’s comforting presence reaches its climax as he invites and incorporates into his own
life. He leads the elect to the restful waters of baptism in which they will be refreshed and renewed. They will
be anointed with oil, with chrism, deepening the image of the Christ-Son in the newly baptized. The table of
the Eucharist will be spread before them so that their incorporation will be complete. Fed with Christ’s body
the elect join us as Christ’s Body, as we all struggle to give witness as Christ’s Body.
Second Reading: Fr. Damien Dougherty, O.F.M.
1 Peter 2:20b-25
The figure of Christ is being presented in a direct relation- ship with Isaiah’s Servant of Yahweh to affirm the
salvific rapport between the suffering of Christ and that of the Christian and it mounts up gradually to a
crescendo of explication: first, the absolute innocence of Christ is highlighted, his non-opposition to the
violence, injustice and his self-abandonment to God who, alone, “judges justly.”
The innocent suffering of Christ, therefore, acquires a transcendental perspective: he is subjected by means of
men to a judgment by God manifested and realized within Christ’s death on the cross. Such a death, an
annihilation of the bodily life of Christ, constitutes an annihilation of our sins - insofar as they are taken up by
Christ and carried within his body on the cross.

This is a second attempt of theological intelligence to explain the connection between crucifixion-salvation,
following Paul’s endeavor (Romans 8,2-4). The effect of the Christ’s salvific action rests precisely in the fact
that Christian life is realized in the concrete by making present within our lives that “measure” of behavior that
has been established for us by God. After this exposition, what is once again expressed, with emotional force,
is a concrete synthesis of the fundamental, soteriological fact: we are rendered whole by his suffering. First
there is the straying herd of sheep, without a shepherd; now there is a shepherd, Christ, who looks after his
herd lovingly; as he takes constant care of the present, is also preparing for the future salvation.
Gospel: John Paul Heil
John 10:1-10
Main Theme: Jesus is both the “gate” and “shepherd” who leads us to eternal life.
In the biblical tradition the people of God are often portrayed as “sheep” who are to be safely led by their
“shepherds”--their kings and leaders--to the life God wants them to live. Although they do not realize it, the
Pharisees are being portrayed by Jesus as false “shepherds” or leaders of their people. Because they do not
“enter a sheepfold through the gate” as a true shepherd does, they are not shepherds but “thieves and robbers”
who have come “only to steal and slaughter and destroy” the sheep. In other words, they have come to deprive
the “sheep” of life rather than lead them to life with God.
Jesus, on the other hand, is the true shepherd who not only enters through the gate so that the “sheep” hear his
voice and follow him, but, as he solemnly reveals, “I am the gate for the sheep.” As the “gate,” Jesus is the
means or medium through which we as “sheep” will be saved from the death to be perpetrated by the “thieves
and robbers,” so that we can freely and safely “come in and go out and find pasture” in our life with God. As
both the “gate” and the “shepherd” who was raised from the dead by God after he laid down his life for the
sheep, Jesus came so that we might have life--an eternal life that we can live even now-- and “have it more
abundantly.”
© 2003, OCP. All rights reserved.

April 28, 2020

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Yesterday, 27 April 2020, Governor Mike DeWine presented a strategy to begin a multi-phased plan, even
while the executive “Stay at Home Order” remains in place. His plan begins a process for Ohioans gradually to
return to work and daily activity and provides hope and evidence that our cooperation with the governor’s orders has significantly curbed the spread of the virus. We thank you for and admire the patience, cooperation
and understanding you have already shown during this COVID-19 pandemic. We realize the frustration, sadness, and loss the faithful felt not to be able to gather personally to celebrate the Paschal Mysteries during the
Sacred Triduum and each Sunday. During this time of sacrifice and longing, we have joined our prayers and
hearts to yours, trusting that God will see us through this pandemic and reunite us at the Eucharistic
Feast. Out of deep concern for the common good as well as the physical and spiritual well-being of all the
people of Ohio, the Catholic Bishops of Ohio have agreed once again to cooperate with the governor, and to
support and abide by the multi-phased approach to returning to work and eventual public gathering in large
groups.
To that end, the Catholic Bishops of Ohio extend the temporary suspension of all publicly celebrated Masses/
liturgies ending on May 29th, with the hope of publicly celebrating together the Solemnity of Pentecost on the
weekend of May 30/31. Each of the bishops of Ohio, once again, dispense the Catholic faithful who reside in
their respective dioceses and all other Catholics currently in their territories from the obligation of attending
Sunday Mass during this time. We ask for the cooperation and adherence of all the faithful to the governor’s
directives during this period.
We will be working diligently with our pastoral teams to consider reasonable, gradual and responsible initiatives for welcoming back the faithful in time to Sunday Mass, initiatives which will renew our love for the Holy
Eucharist and the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and which will help us to restore Catholic life and invite others
to share that life after the pandemic. We encourage individual dioceses and their respective pastors and parishioners to begin to work to establish plans which respect social distancing and other requirements for the
safety of our people.
This decision has not been taken lightly and, as your bishops, together with you, we recognize the sacrifice we
are called to make being physically distanced from the Holy Eucharist and from one another. We remain
grateful for your understanding and prayerful support. As your bishops we continue to encourage you to keep
holy the Lord’s Day by participating in Sunday Mass by way of radio broadcast or televised or livestreamed
options and making a spiritual communion. Keeping in mind of the gift of plenary indulgences offered to us by
the Church, we encourage all the faithful to turn to the Church’s treasury of prayer, praying as a family or individually the Liturgy of the Hours, rosary, divine mercy chaplet, and Stations of the Cross, etc.

Together we continue to pray for all who are suffering from Covid19, for all health care workers and first responders, for all the deceased and their families, and for an easing of the anxiety and tension caused by this
pandemic. Relying on the Motherly care of Our Lady, Health of the Sick, we unite our sufferings to those of
Our Lord Jesus Christ, and we trust in the glorious hope of His Resurrection.
Most Rev. Dennis M. Schnurr

Rev. Donald P. Oleksiak

Archbishop of Cincinnati

Diocesan Administrator of Cleveland

Most Rev. Joseph R. Binzer

Most Rev. Daniel E. Thomas

Auxiliary Bishop of Cincinnati

Bishop of Toledo

Most Rev. Robert J. Brennan

Most Rev. J. Michael Botean

Bishop of Columbus

Romanian Eparchy of Canton

Most Rev. Jeffrey M. Monforton

Most Rev. Bohdan J. Danylo

Bishop of Steubenville

Ukrainian Eparchy of St. Josaphat

Most Rev. George V. Murry, S.J.

Most Rev. Milan Lach, SJ

Bishop of Youngstown

Byzantine Eparchy of Parma

The picture above was taken in the newly completed St. Peter’s Catholic Church here in Mansfield in 1917 or 1918. Note the absence of stained
glass windows (which did not arrive until 1920), as well as the visible differences in sanctuary furnishings and décor. The picture comes from the
collection of the late Helen Keating Ott, who went on to establish the Children’s Department of the Mansfield Richland County Public Library.
Mrs. Ott would have been 13 or 14 years old when she took the picture. Though she herself was a Presbyterian, she was evidently inspired by the
interior of our church. Note the sanctuary presence lamp suspended from the center of the ceiling in the apse. Forced perspective makes it look as
though the lamp was hung to the right, however. If anyone in our parish can remember when the lamp was removed and what might have become
of it, we would love to know about it. Please contact the Parish Liturgy Office at 419-524-2572, ext. 2113 if you can shed any light on this
question. The lamp was r emoved pr ior to 1944 when the chur ch was r edecor ated for the Par ish Centenar y. (Photo cour tesy of Timothy
Brian McKee.)
















Thank you to the following people who made donations to our flower fund for Easter. These donations will be
used at a later date to help the parish celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving for the end of the Coronavirus Pandemic.
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