

POPE BENEDICT XVI
REGINA CÆLI
Third Sunday of Easter, 6 April 2008
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
The Gospel of this Sunday - the Third of Easter - is the famous account of the disciples of Emmaus (cf. Lk 24:
13-35). It tells the tale of two followers of Christ who, on the day after the Sabbath or the third day after his
death, were leaving Jerusalem sad and dejected, bound for a village that was not far off called, precisely,
Emmaus. They were joined on their way by the Risen Jesus but did not recognize him. Realizing that they
were downhearted, he explained, drawing on the Scriptures, that the Messiah had to suffer and die in order to
enter into his glory. Then entering the house with them, he sat down to eat, blessed the bread and broke it; and
at that instant they recognized him but he vanished from their sight, leaving them marvelling before that
broken bread, a new sign of his presence. And they both immediately headed back to Jerusalem to tell the
other disciples of the event.
The locality of Emmaus has not been identified with certainty. There are various hypotheses and this one is not
without an evocativeness of its own for it allows us to think that Emmaus actually represents every place: the
road that leads there is the road every Christian, every person, takes. The Risen Jesus makes himself our
travelling companion as we go on our way, to rekindle the warmth of faith and hope in our hearts and to break
the bread of eternal life. In the disciples' conversation with the unknown wayfarer the words the evangelist
Luke puts in the mouth of one of them are striking: "We had hoped..." (Lk 24: 21). This verb in the past tense
tells all: we believed, we followed, we hoped..., but now everything is over. Even Jesus of Nazareth, who had
shown himself in his words and actions to be a powerful prophet, has failed, and we are left disappointed.
This drama of the disciples of Emmaus appears like a reflection of the situation of many Christians of our
time: it seems that the hope of faith has failed. Faith itself enters a crisis because of negative experiences that
make us feel abandoned and betrayed even by the Lord. But this road to Emmaus on which we walk can
become the way of a purification and maturation of our belief in God. Also today we can enter into dialogue
with Jesus, listening to his Word. Today too he breaks bread for us and gives himself as our Bread. And so the
meeting with the Risen Christ that is possible even today gives us a deeper and more authentic faith tempered,
so to speak, by the fire of the Paschal Event; a faith that is robust because it is nourished not by human ideas
but by the Word of God and by his Real Presence in the Eucharist.
This marvellous Gospel text already contains the structure of Holy Mass: in the first part, listening to the Word
through the Sacred Scriptures; in the second part, the Eucharistic liturgy and communion with Christ present in
the Sacrament of his Body and his Blood. In nourishing herself at this two-fold table, the Church is constantly
built up and renewed from day to day in faith, hope and charity. Through the intercession of Mary Most Holy,
let us pray that in reliving the experience of the disciples of Emmaus every Christian and every community
may rediscover the grace of the transforming encounter with the Risen Lord.

Dear Friend(s) in Christ,

We are well into one month (if not longer) of the 2020 COVID19 Pandemic. Historic for sure. I and Fr.
Austin both continue to offer our daily private Mass, always remembering our faithful who unite themselves so
close to the suffering and Risen Christ. It also continues to be so surreal that, every time I walk into church
throughout the day, it is empty – with no public liturgies being celebrated. Like you, I look forward to the day
when we can celebrate and gather at the Lord’s Table to share the Holy Eucharist.
This week’s column is a “potpourri” of sorts of things that have been running through my mind over the past
few weeks.


I wish to thank all of our parishioners who have responded to our parish request to continue to support our
ministries. I have said many times we have a lean budget, but we are being good stewards with the gifts
that are entrusted to us. Recognizing that many of our faithful parishioners are sacrificing due to layoffs,
limited businesses, needs for family, those taking care of elderly parents – I am especially grateful for both
your prayers and continued sacrifice.



I also wish to thank those who continue to offer their service to our parish – our maintenance department
who provide essential supervision; our pastoral staff who are working from home; those employees who
have been coordinating the Mass we see on WMFD weekly at 10 am (Jason Crundwell, Bill Johnson,
Kristi Reindl, Fran Leitenberger, Bob Sliney and Dianne Bessemer).



While they will go unnamed because I suspect they would not like the credit, I also wish to thank those
who have continued to clean our church – the Lord’s House. They take great pride, and their time is a
prayer acceptable to the Lord. Bless them. Church continues to be open from 9 am to 4 pm daily for your
personal prayer.



By now you have heard that Fr. Austin will become a pastor, beginning July 1. While I am happy for him,
I shall miss his presence in our home. He has been a great “associate.” His many kindnesses, spiritual
example, responsibility and humor will be sorely missed. I wish him well. We will have a reception for
him before he leaves, to be sure. No word yet on his replacement.



As Dean of our area parishes, I have the responsibility of serving on the Priests’ Council and currently also
serve on the Bishop’s College of Consultors. I feel it’s important to share with you that, as a group, we
have had weekly phone conferences with the Bishop. He is making every effort, through consultation, to
“steer the ship” during this pandemic. He has a pastoral heart, and is untiring in his support to his priests
and the faithful of our diocese. Pray for our Bishop – he, too, has a lot on his plate right now!



Recently, Governor DeWine has decided that students will not return to our buildings this school year. We
are monitoring closely the mandates from the State of Ohio. Both principals have regularly communicated
with students’ families. They, too, are working responsibly to make the best decisions for our school
family. Check the website for updates from our principals.



Flowers are coming up. Warmer temps are on the way. As Ohioans, we will make it through this ordeal.
From a spiritual perspective, St. John Henry Newman wrote of a “Second Spring.” It was a homily he
gave in 1852. An optimistic reflection to end my column this week: “Arise, make haste. For the winter is
now past, the rain is over and gone. The flowers have appeared in our land [Cant. 2: 10-12).” May we
soon resume our best way of life – with and for each other! Pray for our hospital personnel, our first
responders, and our state and national leaders, too!

Father Gregory Hite, Pastor

The picture above was taken in the newly completed St. Peter’s Catholic Church here in Mansfield in 1917 or 1918. Note the absence of stained
glass windows (which did not arrive until 1920), as well as the visible differences in sanctuary furnishings and décor. The picture comes from the
collection of the late Helen Keating Ott, who went on to establish the Children’s Department of the Mansfield Richland County Public Library.
Mrs. Ott would have been 13 or 14 years old when she took the picture. Though she herself was a Presbyterian, she was evidently inspired by the
interior of our church. Note the sanctuary presence lamp suspended from the center of the ceiling in the apse. Forced perspective makes it look as
though the lamp was hung to the right, however. If anyone in our parish can remember when the lamp was removed and what might have become
of it, we would love to know about it. Please contact the Parish Liturgy Office at 419-524-2572, ext. 2113 if you can shed any light on this
question. The lamp was r emoved pr ior to 1944 when the chur ch was r edecor ated for the Par ish Centenar y. (Photo cour tesy of Timothy
Brian McKee.)
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