
 

 

104 West First Street  Mansfield, Ohio  44902 
419.524.2572 | mansfieldstpeters.org  

Mass Schedule: 

Saturday:                                         5:00 pm 

Sunday:       7:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:30 am 
 

Monday & Friday                           5:30 pm 

Tuesday - Thursday                      7:00 am 
 

Spanish Mass: 
Resurrection Parish, Lexington 

Sunday:                                            6:00 pm 
 

 

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:        7:30 am - 7:30 pm 

Saturday:                    10:00 am - 2:00 pm  

Sunday                          8:30 am -12:30 pm 

 

Pastoral Care Contacts: 

Ms. Kristi Reindl                   419.524.2572 
     Hospital & Follow-up 

     Nursing Homes/Assisted Living & 

      Prayer Pipeline 

Deacon John Reef              419.529.3694 

     Shut-ins/Homebound 

                                                               

Sacrament of Baptism: 

Please contact the Parish Center to begin   

plans for the baptism of your baby or child.  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:00 - 4:30 pm       

Other times by appointment. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage: 
Arrangements should be made at the Parish 

Center at least eight months in advance of 

the ceremony. A wedding date is confirmed 

after the initial meeting with a priest. 
 

Sunday Nursery: 
Sunday Nursery is temporarily unavailable until 

further notice.   
 

Bulletin Deadline:  
Friday, 12:00 noon.  All requests must be 

submitted in writing or email and must 

receive prior approval. 
 

Parish Administrative Assistant: 
Ms. Kristi Reindl  419.524.2572  ext.2122 

 

   Pastoral Staff: 

   Fr. Gregory R. Hite, Pastor 

   Fr. Austin Ammanniti, Parochial Vicar  

   Mr. Bill Johnson,  

            Director of Music & Liturgy 

   Ms. Lynne Lukach, Pastoral Associate  

   Mrs. Elizabeth Wurm, Director of 

             Religious Ed. & Youth Minister  

   Deacon:   

   Mr. John Reef 
 

    St. Peter’s School: 

   Ms. Tammy Haus 
                  High School ,  Jr. High School  

   Mrs. Madalyn Bauer 
              Elementary School    

   Mrs. Ashley Rastorfer  
             Montessori  
 

    Parish Business Manager: 

   Mr. Evan Mumea 
 

   Director of Development: 

   Mr. Jason Crundwell 

A Parish of the Saint Juan Diego Deanery, Diocese of Toledo 

 SAINT PETER’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
NOVEMBER 18, 2018 

 

“Learn a lesson from the fig tree. 

When its branch becomes tender 
and sprouts leaves, you know 
that summer is near.  

In the same way, when you see 
these things happening, know that 
he is near, at the gates.  

Amen, I say to you, this genera-
tion will not pass away until all 
these things have taken place.  

Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will not pass away.  

Mark 13: 28-31 
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Mass Intentions 
Monday, November 19,  

         5:00 pm  Rosary 

         5:30 pm  Parish 

Tuesday, November 20, Weekday 

7:00 am  Parish 

         9:30 am  James O’Donnell,  All School Mass for Thanksgiving 

         3:15 pm  Elmcroft  

 Wednesday, November 21, 

7:00 am  Florence Kastelic 

Thursday, November 22, Thanksgiving Day,  

                                                       Saint Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr

         9:00 am  Frank Russo 

Friday, November 23, Weekday  

         5:00 pm  Rosary 

         5:30 pm   Mary Kleshinski 

Saturday, November 24, Vigil of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King  

                                                            of the Universe 

   5:00 pm  Parish 

Sunday, November 25, Our Lord Jesus Christ, K ing of the 

Universe           

           7:30 am  Robert Koehler 

         9:30 am  Jeanette Sanson 

       11:30 am  Anton & Theresa Schroeder 

Lector/Communion Minister 
Thursday, November 22 

 9:00 am  L  D Forster, F Leitenberger 

                          D  J Kastelic, A Holloway, B Schartl, A Seiss,  

                               R Sliney, K Speck, L Steggal 

Saturday, November 24 

 5:00 pm  L  C Taddeo, B Linkenbach 

                          D  V Zack, C Becker, D Falquete, D Hipp  

                               T Hipp, C Campbell, D Campbell 

Sunday, November 25 

         7:30 am  L  M Santoro, L Danuloff 

                      D  M Collet, D Givens, A Holloway, L Lukach,  

                           J Porch, B Danuloff, K Randall 

     9:30 am  L  P Kastelic, D Forster 

                      D  D Dreskler, S Weitzel, T Frasz, T Baker,  

                           J Brennan, R Sliney, K Wehinger, A Harraman 

       11:30 am  L  J Liston, K Bird 

                    D  F Leitenberger, T Fesler, C Mears, S Elliott,  

                                H Deel, K Schreck 

Mass Servers 
Thursday, November 22 

          9:00 am      G Farragher, S Tridico, E Lindsay 

Saturday, November 24 

          5:00 pm      B Dix, K Pollock, A Baldasare 

Sunday, November 25 

      7:30 am      A Lorenz, C Lorenz, A Gasper 

      9:30 am     I Annis, M Osborne, N Osborne 

     11:30 am      G Farragher, L Rhodes, T Corbin, J Ramey 

The Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

       9:30 am   Megan                       11:30 am  Tricia 

Christ the King (Prelude) 
 

Today is the last Sunday of Ordinary Time.  Next week we will 

celebrate the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 

Universe – familiarly known as Christ the King.   The 

solemnity of Christ the King was instituted by Pope Pius XI in 

1925, so in terms of Church history, it is a rather recently-

initiated feast.  The purpose was the Holy Father’s response 

to the atheistic and totalitarian regimes of his era.  In terms of 

that period of history – and through the lens of our time 

today – we recognize the significance of turning our eyes to 

our true King.  The editors of Word Among Us write:  “While 

the feast may not be very old, the truth that Jesus Christ is 

King of all creation is ageless.” 

For me, the Gospel readings for Christ the King Sunday are 

among the most powerful and challenging.  This year it is the 

scene from John’s Gospel where Pilate is questioning Jesus.  

Our Lord responds: “My kingdom does not belong to this 

world….For this I was born and for this I came into the world, 

to testify to the truth.  Everyone who belongs to the truth 

listens to my voice.”  Last year we heard from Matthew’s 

Gospel about the King separating the sheep and goats.  The 

ones who will be with Him in paradise are those who feed 

the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, 

clothe the naked, care for the ill, and visit those in prison.  

Next year we will be struck by the image from the Gospel of 

Luke of Jesus hanging in agony on the cross between two 

other convicted criminals.  As one of them taunts Jesus, the 

other recognizes our innocent Savior hanging next to him 

and says, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom.”  Then, in the only Gospel verse where Jesus 

promises anyone a place in heaven, He speaks these 

comforting words – not to his Blessed Mother, not to his 

beloved disciple, not to his apostles – but to the convicted 

criminal hanging on the cross next to him:  “Amen, I say to 

you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

The Solemnity of Christ the King tells us that the kingdom of 

God is governed by unconditional love, by a desire for every 

human being to enjoy life fully and in freedom.  Jesus walked 

this earth teaching how to live and showing how to live.  Just 

as his heart was set on obeying his Father’s wishes, so must 

ours be.  Just as he showed love to everyone, even those who 

opposed him, so must we.  Just as he put mercy and 

forgiveness over justice and punishment, so must we. 

Pope Pius XI initiated the feast of Christ the King because he 

wanted to remind the world that Jesus is the only King.  This 

feast told the world then – and tells us today – that only 

Jesus can fill our deepest desires for love, peace, compassion, 

and mercy.    

The Lord sits as King for ever. / The Lord will bless his 

people with peace.  Psalm 29 

 

Your sister in Christ the King, 

Lynne Lukach 
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Please Pray for the Sick of Our Parish 

Rose Mary Lang-Martin, Debbie Ashley, Mike 

Payton, Bill Ruhl, Jeannie Burkhalter, Krista 

Marshall, Aaron Blank, Don Blank, Theresa 

Prendergast,  Cindy Lassen, Dina Riley, Eliana 

Nelson, MaKaya Butler, Mildred Corbin, Julie 

Krouse, Ken Kayden, John Henney, Theresa Schmidt, Paige 

Divelbiss, Maria Loschinkohl, Sharon Valdry, Carol Pittenger, 

Sherry Studer, John Ziegler, Marlene Ziegler, Kim Rucker, 

Jess Allred, Dorothy Trinter, Ted Selby, Marti Selby, JoAnn 

Marbaugh, Baby Greyden Jack, Gwen Yockey, Mary Ann 

Switzer, Louise Stegall, Tammy Dudley, Sydney Foltz, Keith 

Combs, Mady Ziegler, Adeline Cameron, Dan Rhea, Sharon 

Valdry, Elaine Johnson, Maggie Varga, Brenda Davis, Barb 

Riley. 
 

Names will only be listed for 4 weeks.  If you wish to have  

additional time, contact the Parish Center at 

419.524.2572. 

 

Sunday Collection 

 

Total Sunday Collection  To Date:  

Total Budgeted Sunday Collection To Date:  

Sunday Collection Surplus/(De�cit)  

School Collection  

Total Budgeted School Collection To Date:  

School Collection Surplus/(De�cit) 

 

 

Total School Collection  To Date:  

 
 

Year to date through 

11/02/2018

Prison Ministry Corner 

Thank you to all who donated cookies for our retreat last 

weekend at RiCI.  The men were grateful for the treats.  The 

weekend was inspiring and uplifting.  Our theme was “Be a 

Man—on the Inside and Outside.”  The Ohio Department of 

Corrections and Rehabilitation encourages “successful 

formerly incarcerated persons” to return to share what has 

helped them.  Two of our former brothers at RiCI were 

invited to present at this retreat.  Portions of their talks will 

be shared in this corner in the upcoming weeks. 

  

Total Sunday Collection  To Date: $274,612 

 $292,500 

 ($17,888) 

  

 $58,800 

 

 

($8,433) 

 $50,367 

 
 

The Advent Tri-Parish Penance Service 

This years Advent Tri-Parish Penance Service, for St. Peter’s, 

St. Mary of The Snows, and Resurrection, will be held here at 

St. Peter’s on Sunday December 2, 2018.  Priests will be 

available from 3:00 pm—5:00 pm for confessions. 

Thank You 

Thank you to all of the people who generously bought a 

Crossroads Candle to support the girls soccer team.  It was 

greatly appreciated.  We were able to reach our goal with 

your help.                                                        

Thanks!  St. Peter’s Girls Soccer Team 

Bake Sale Today 

The St. Peter’s Girls Basketball Team will be holding a bake 

sale in the Church Basement today after the 11:30 am Mass. 

World Day Of Cloistered life 

On November 21 (Memorial of the Presentation of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary), the Church Universal will celebrate 

World Day of Cloistered Life, a yearly commemoration for 

Catholics worldwide, recognizing the inestimable gift of the 

hidden lives of contemplative religious in cloisters and 

monasteries.  Kindly remember in prayer the Sisters of the 

Visitation, who themselves have resided in and prayed daily 

for all the lay faithful, consecrated religious, deacons, priests 

and bishops of the Diocese of Toledo for over 100 years.  

May they continue to be enriched by the blessing of the 

Lord and know of our prayers and gratitude for their 

consecrated witness. 

For all consecrated religious men and women in cloistered life, 

in particular our own sisters of the Visitation, as the Church 

celebrates the World Day of Cloistered Life on November 21.  

May they continue to be enriched by the blessings of the Lord 

and know of our prayers and gratitude for their consecrated 

witness.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

Note to Direct Debit Users 

In the past month, we’ve received reports that some banks 

are showing our debit & credit transactions as coming from 

the name of our merchant processor: BBMS or Blackbaud 

Merchant Services.  Be assured that if you see these on your 

statements that the transaction is legitimate and it is your 

weekly or monthly gift to St. Peter’s.  It’s just the way some 

banks are displaying the data, and we have no way to 

control it.  If you have any questions, please contact Jason 

Crundwell at 419.524.2572 ext. 2125. 

Thanksgiving Day Mass 

Our parish Mass for Thanksgiving Day will  be held at 9:00 

am on Thursday morning, November 22—Thanksgiving 

Day.  As in years past, we encourage you to bring non-

perishable food items or personal care or hygiene items to 

be collected for HOPE Food Pantry at Catholic Charities in 

Mansfield.  As the prayer from the Roman Missal says, it is 

right to give thanks to God for all that He has given us.  

What better way to give thanks than to share our blessings 

with those who are less fortunate! 

No Mass 

There will be no Mass on Monday, December 3, 2018 it is a 

Day of Sanctification for Priests. 
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Capital Campaign Financial Update 

 

As of November 1, 2018 

Mussman Law Office 

419.520.9560 

www.mussmanlawoffice.com 

Total Pledged: $2,650,400 

Total Pledged: $2,605,184 

Amount needed to 

reach challenge goal: 

$349,600 

Payments to Date: $1,940,656 

Total Pledged: $2,713,894 

Total Pledged: $2,605,184 

Amount needed to 

reach challenge goal: 

$286,105 

Payments to Date: $2,161,833 

St. Peter’s School 

For Parents considering St. Peter’s School for                                                                                                                                  

their child, please mark your calendars.  More information will                                                                                                                                                                              

be forthcoming as the date approaches. 

PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT—JANUARY 17, 2019       

Montessori Preschool & Kindergarten—4:30-5:30 pm                  

Location:  Montessori House, for parents only!                                  

You have never seen a preschool this unique and wonderful! 

Traditional Kindergarten—5:30-6:30 pm                                         

Location: Elementary school, for parents only.                                       

A dynamic teacher and students excited about learning! 

Also, personal appointments are always welcomed by the school 

principals.  Call the school administrators to arrange a visit that is 

convenient for you and your child. 

Mrs. Ashley Rastorfer—Montessori Director 419.524.2572 ext. 4113  

Mrs. Madalyn Bauer—Elementary Principal 419.524.2572 ext. 4104       

Ms. Tammy Haus— High School & Junior High Principal 419.524.2572 

ext.3100 

St. Peter’s School admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin 

to all rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made 

available to students at the school.  It does not discriminate on the basis of 

race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of its educational 

policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs and athletic and 

other school-administered programs. 

The 31st Annual Christmas Classic  

 

 

Do not forget to place your order for poticas and kieffels. 

We will make kieffels on November 26 at 8:00 am and  

poticas on November 29 & 30 at 8:00 am in the cafeteria. 

Christmas Classic is on December 1 and we will make butter 

rings at 7:00 am 

We need lots of helpers—including gentlemen.  Newcomers 

are very welcome and we will gladly train you.   

Cally Molly Orsini 419.526.4783 for more information. 

New Parishioners 

 

Christopher and Heather Hale and Family 

 

Baptisms 

Dylan Alexander Michael Goodman 

Paxton John Mankiewicz 

Marie Margaret Kingery 

175th Anniversary Notes 

  
This article will examine the pastorate of our sixth Pastor, 

Father Nicholas Hassel, who has the distinction of having 

served here for the shortest amount of time of any Pastor 

stationed here. 

  

Nicholas Hassel was born in Avon, Lorain County, Ohio, on 

September 2, 1870. In his school years, he excelled 

academically and athletically. In college he was known as 

an outstanding athlete and even into his middle years, 

Father Hassel enjoyed participating in athletic activities. 

  

Father Hassel was ordained to the priesthood by Bishop 

Ignatius Horstman on June 4, 1898. He first served as 

temporary Pastor of St. Peter’s in Loudonville and afterward 

served St. Peter’s Parish in Cleveland as an assistant and 

then as Pastor of St. Phillip and St. James Parish in Canal 

Fulton. In 1906 he was appointed Pastor of Immaculate 

Conception Parish in Canton where he remained until 

appointed Pastor of Mansfield St. Peter’s in 1922 as the 

successor to Father Schreiber. Father Hassel was Pastor 

here for only ten months when the Diocese of Cleveland 

transferred Richland, Erie, and Huron counties to the 

Diocese of Toledo. 

  

Father Hassel made the choice to stay in the Cleveland 

Diocese and was transferred to the pastorate of St. 

Augustine Parish in Barberton. By 1925 he had been 

appointed Pastor of St. Mary Parish in Massillon, where 

remained until his death from a heart attack on March 31, 

1931, at the age of 60. 

  

Father Hassel was succeeded as Pastor of St. Peter’s by 

Father Rupert Goebel who arrived here in March of 1923 to 

serve as the seventh Pastor of St. Peter’s. We will examine 

Father Goebel’s important pastorate in the next few 

columns. 
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BLUE BARRELS:   December 8 & 9 

Knights of Columbus Friday Dinners 

5:30—7:30 pm 

Please RSVP at 419.529.5532 or sign up at the club for 

November dinners.                                                                    
November 23—CLOSED                                                                

November 30—Chicken Parmesan 

Recycling—Next Date: December 14, 2018 

10:00 am—11:00 am & 2:00 pm—4:00 pm 

 (Every 2nd Friday of the month)  in the FAC  parking lot 

Adult Faith Enrichment 

As a follow-up to our recent sessions on Bishop Robert 

Barron’s THE MASS series , our Fr. Austin will offer a question-

answer evening on all things pertaining to the Holy Sacrifice 

of the Mass.  Open to all! 

Date & Time:   Thursday December 6 at 6:30 pm 

Location:     Assisi Hall, 4th floor Parish Center 

Questions:  Contact Lynne—lukach.lynne@myspartans.org 

Development Specialist 

St. Peter’s Parish & School is currently seeking qualified 

applicants for a Development Specialist to work in the 

Development O�ce.  The Development O�ce goal is to 

promote philanthropic giving and financial support of St. Peter’s 

Parish & School to ensure financial stability. 

Position Summary: Reporting to the Director of Development, 

the Development Specialist is responsible for effectively and 

accurately collecting donor data within the database system; 

administering a timely and effective gift acknowledgement 

system; and assisting the Director with promoting St. Peter’s 

across a variety of mediums including print, website, email and 

social media. 

Specifically, the Development Specialist will be responsible for: 

• Maintain & update the organization’s donor database to 

reflect constituent gifts & donor personal data, 

• Provide accurate & timely reports of fundraising 

performance & data analysis; 

• Coordinate the gift fulfillment process including donor 

acknowledgement through mailings; 

• Coordinate solicitation mailing for fundraising events & 

annual giving campaigns; 

• Provide staff support to volunteer committees & special 

events; 

• Be able to establish & maintain relationships with all donors 

& constituents, volunteers & staff. 

The ideal candidate will have a strong tie to St. Peter’s Parish & 

School as this position requires knowledge of the parish & 

school community.  The candidate must be organized & able to 

manage several ongoing projects simultaneously.  We will 

provide ongoing support & training program for our donor 

database system The Raiser’s Edge.  The  candidate will also be 

required to maintain confidentiality in dealing with donor data. 

This is a part time position.  Candidates would need to complete 

the VIRTUS training through the diocese which includes an on-

line course, backgrounds checks and written agreement. 

If you meet the requirements list above, please submit a cover 

letter, resume and writing sample to: 

crundwell.jason@myspartans.org before November 30, 2018. 

November Birthdays 

We want to recognize and say a special prayer for the 

parishioners celebrating birthdays in November, especially 

those who are 85 years of age and above:  Evelyn Twardzik, 

Sr. Paula Bingert, Jennie Reale, Giselle Sgambellone, 

Margaret Soulen, Bill Spognardi, Patricia Bubash, Ross 

Frisbee, Betty Finlayson, Richard Dropsey, James Buckey, 

Jerrina Heston, Donald Saxton, Helen Gustin, Philip Bently, 

Frances Schmidt, Janet Dignan. 

Giving Tree 
 

Preparations have begun with efforts to organize the 

“Giving Tree” this year.  The tree will be up in our Church 

filled with gift requests on November 24 and 25.  Once 

again, our Parish is partnering with Catholic Charities and 

Salvation Army to assist community family’s needs as well 

as St. Peter school families, parishioners and those whom 

St. Vincent de Paul has served. 

We want to extend our gratitude to our generous 

parishioners for your past and present support with 

providing so many hundreds of people/families with a 

joyful Christmas experience throughout the years. 

We extend our outreach efforts to any parish family that 

may have experienced hardship to contact St. Vincent de 

Paul, so that we may be able to brighten their Christmas 

through the love our Parish shows through the Giving Tree.  

Please feel free to contact St. Vincent de Paul by voice mail 

at 419.524.2572 and one of our members will personally 

contact you.   

Blood Drive And Student Benefits 

 

 

Please consider joining our high school donors to help not 

only save lives, but include the added perk of potential 

scholarships.  Last year $2,500 in scholarships were 

awarded to St. Peter’s students towards college tuition. 

Mark your calendar to join us for any or all the drives, our 

goal is 35 donors for November.  Thank you for giving the 

gift of life!  Contact Judy Tridico at 419.631.7595. for more 

information. 

November 30 from 9—4:00 pm at the FAC                           

February 11, 2019 and April 17, 2019—Times TBA 
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Join us after Mass on November 18 for St. Peter’s Family Day out in downtown Shelby.  This FREE event is fun for all ages 

with a range of activities, at 5:00 pm the Polar Xpress Train rolls into town.  Picture are offered in front of the train with 

Christmas characters and Santa and Mrs. Claus.  The fun begins at 1:00 pm and continues until 8:00 pm.  For more information 

contact Cassandra Parente at CassandraParente5@gmail.com. 

Join Most Pure Heart of Mary and Brewster Tours for a trip to Frankenmuth: On Monday November 26 we will depart 

Shelby at 6:30 am.  Trip includes free time to enjoy the area, lunch at 11:45 am at Bronners Inn, depart for home at 5:30 pm/  

Trip is $99, make checks payable to Brewster Tours.  Reservations or questions, stop by the Parish O�ce at 29 West St. or call 

419.347.2381 and ask for Barb Castor. 
Senior Citizen Luncheon at St. Mary’s School, Ashland Road on Tuesday November 27.  Luncheon begins at 12:15 pm and 

the cost is $3.00.  Menu:  Popcorn chicken bowl, corn, dinner roll, applesauce and beverage.  Reservations are required 

pleasecall Aimee at 419.589.2114.                                                                                                                                                                                   

Annunciation Radio, Don’t miss our parish hour during the Fall Sharathon!  Tuesday Nov. 27 with Fr. Austin at 8:00 am., 

Wednesday Nov. 28 with Fr. Hite at 8:00 am., and Thursday Nov. 29 with Fr. Bohnsack at 2:00 pm.  Tune to 89.5 WFOT and call 

in during Father’s hour to help him reach his goal.  Support Catholic radio in our diocese by calling in a pledge during 

Annunciation Radio’s Fall Sharathon.  The pledge line number is 888-215-0624.                                                                                   

Many Hands Make Light Work!  Help is needed on Saturday December 1 starting at 10:00 am in church to swap out the 

old hymnals for the new ones.  It includes putting on the covers and putting them in the pews (if we have hymnal racks by 

then),  If you have any questions, contact dillon.angie@myspartans.org.  People of all ages are welcome.                                          

Catholic Charities has funding to assist with PRESCRIPTION and MEDICAL BILLS for individuals living in Richland 

County.  There are no income guidelines to receive this assistance; you just need to be a resident of Richland County.  Please 

phone Laurie Hamrick at 419-524-0733 or email lhamrick@toledodiocese.org to inquire about assistance.     

“Faith is to believe what you do not see. The reward of faith is to see 
what you believe.”                                                                                St. Augustine  
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A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE     

Today’s Gospel  teaches us UNCERTAINTY is normal.  There are some things in life which “no one knows . . .only the 

Father.”  Marriage and parenting are full of uncertainty, for like the �g tree in the Gospel, the people we love grow and 

change.                                                                                                                                                                                                                              ~Bud Ozar 

This week’s cover art:  Wikimedia.org 

TODAY’S READINGS 

 

First Reading — Those who lead the many to justice 

shall be like the stars forever (Daniel 12:1-3). 

Psalm — You are my inheritance, O Lord! (Psalm 16). 

Second Reading — Where there is forgiveness, there is 

no longer offering for sin (Hebrews 10:11-14, 18). 

Gospel — Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 

words will not pass away (Mark 13:24-32). 

 

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

 
 

Monday: Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 18:35-43 

Tuesday: Rv 3:1-6, 14-22; Ps 15:2-5; Lk 19:1-10 

Wednesday: Rv 4:1-11; Ps 150:1b-6; Lk 19:11-28 

Thursday: Rv 5:1-10; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 19:41-44 

Friday: Rv 10:8-11; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131;  

 Lk 19:45-48 

Saturday: Rv 11:4-12; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10;  

 Lk 20:27-40 

Sunday: Dn 7:13-14; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Rv 1:5-8;  

 Jn 18:33b-37 

ENCOURAGEMENT 

This Sunday’s Gospel is our final selection from Mark for this liturgical year. It is taken from the end of Jesus’ teaching in 

Jerusalem immediately preceding the account of his arrest and passion. In it Jesus gives his disciples hope to sustain them 

through his passion and death and any persecution or suffering that they would encounter after his resurrection.  

The words from the book of Daniel also provided hope and encouragement to the people of Daniel’s time. The 

encouragement in these scriptures is meant for us as well, for none of us will escape tribulation in our lives. Followers of Jesus 

will be able to endure suffering with joyful hope, knowing that Christ’s love will lead us along the way of discipleship and give 

us eternal life with God. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

November is a month of remembrance for the dead, and cemeteries have long been a focus for prayer. Our tradition holds 

great respect for bodily remains, since the body was created and redeemed by God, was once the “dwelling place of the Holy 

Spirit,” and has a destiny of life with God in glory. The funeral practices of the early church contrasted greatly with those of the 

pagans, who had a great dread of the dead body. The ancient Christian funeral liturgy ended with the relatives and friends 

giving a final kiss to the body. It expressed affection and showed their faith that the grave would not be the last word. This 

kiss horrified pagans, who thought that any contact with the dead was degrading.  

Every year on their loved one’s “birthday to life,” the Christians would return to the place of their burial to mark their profound 

communion with those whose lives were hidden in Christ. Typically, they buried the dead with their faces turned toward the east, 

symbolizing the rising of the Sun of Justice, Christ, at the end of days. They were attracted to the catacombs or burial grounds just as 

we are today. They would often celebrate the Eucharist at the tomb. Before long, as soon as Christians were allowed to build places 

for worship, they relocated cemeteries from beyond the city walls to surround the church. This was not so much because the church 

made the ground holy, but because the bodies of the Saints hallowed the ground on which the church was built, a subtle but 

beautiful difference. 

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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