
 

 

 SAINT PETER’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
September 6, 2015

104 West First Street  Mansfield, Ohio   44902

Mass Schedule: 
Saturday:                                 5:00 pm 
Sunday:    7:30 am, 9:30 am, 
                                              11:30 am 
Monday & Friday                     5:30 pm 
Tuesday - Thursday                6:30 am    
 

Spanish Mass: 
    Resurrection Parish, Lexington 
Sunday:                                  6:00 pm 

 
Phones: 
Rectory & Parish Center:419-524-2572 
Convent:  419-524-2572 
High School, Jr. High:  419-524-0979 
Grade School:                419-524-3351 
Montessori:                    419-524-3351   
  
Fax:  419-522-2553 
Gifts to Msgr. Dunn Foundation: 
                      419-524-2572 Ext. 2125 
 
Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 7:30 am - 8:30 pm 
Friday:                      7:30 am - 7:30 pm 
Saturday:                 8:30 am - 5:00 pm  
Sunday:                  8:30 am - 12:30 pm  

 
Parish Business Manager: 
Mr. Jerry Straub 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the Parish Center to 
begin plans for the baptism of your 
baby or child.  
 
    
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday:  3:00 - 4:30 pm       

Other times by appointment 
 
 
Sacrament of Marriage: 
Arrangements should be made at the 
Parish Center at least six months in 
advance of the ceremony.  
 
 
Sunday Nursery: Every Sunday dur-
ing 9:30 and 11:30 am Mass, located in 
the Day Care Center in the basement of 
the High School.  
 
Bulletin Deadline: Monday, 12:00  
noon.  All requests must be submitted 
in writing or email. 

 
Website: 
www.mansfieldstpeters.org 
Staff emails are found on the website 

Pastoral Staff: 
Fr. Gregory R. Hite, Pastor 
Fr. Jeremy Miller, Parochial Vicar  
Mr. Bill Johnson,  
            Director of Music & Liturgy 
Ms. Lynne Lukach, Pastoral Associate  
Mrs. Elizabeth Wurm, Director of 
            Religious Ed. & Youth Minister  
 
 
 
 

Deacons:  Mr. Terry Philpott 
                  Mr. John Reef 
              
 
St. Peter’s School System: 
Mr. Michael  Wasiniak 
                      High School , Jr. High School  
Mrs. Madalyn Bauer 
                 Elementary School    
Mrs. Tammy Kemerling    Montessori  
 
 
Pastoral Care Contacts: 
Mrs. Vickie Palmer              419-524-2572 
           Hospital & Follow-up 
Mrs. Vickie Palmer              419-524-2572 
           Nursing Homes/Assisted Living & 
           Prayer Pipeline 
Deacon John Reef              419-529-3694 
            Shut-ins/Homebound 

A Parish of the Saint Juan Diego Deanery, Diocese of Toledo  

100 Years Ago This Month  

       As many already know, construction on the pre-
sent St. Peter's Church began in the Spring of 
1911.  Four years later, on September 12, 1915, the 
first Mass was celebrated in the new building, in the 
church basement, as construction continued on the 
rest of the Church.  The formal dedication of the 
Church took place just two years later on September 
16, 1917.  We owe a debt of gratitude to our ances-
tors in faith in Mansfield as they sacrificed and la-
bored to build a fitting place of worship here.  We 
also owe a debt of gratitude to Sister Paula Bingert, 
who has maintained the archives here and who has 
worked tirelessly to help us remain mindful of our 
wonderful heritage! 

 

Stain glass window located on the south side of  
St. Peter’s Church depicting the Annunciation by the  

Archangel Gabriel to the Blessed Virgin Mary that  
she would be the mother of Jesus. 
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MASS INTENTIONS    
Monday, September 7 W eekday—Labor Day 
   9:00 am  Ardis & Beal Families, living and deceased 
    
 

Tuesday, September 8  The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary 
   6:30 am  John & Margaret Schartl 
    
 

Wednesday, September 9  + Peter Claver, Priest 
   6:30 am  Mary Rita Elwer 

 

Thursday, September 10  W eekday 
   6:30 am   RoseMary Cashell 
   9:00 am   John Cullen 

 

Friday, September 11 W eekday 
   5:00 pm  Rosary 
   5:30 pm  Sylvia Rathburn 

  

Saturday, September 12 Vigil of Twenty-Fourth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time, The Most Holy Name of Mary; BVM 
        5:00 pm  Parish 
 

Sunday, September 13 Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
   7:30 am  Parish 
   9:30 am  Walter Gurski 
 11:30 am  Stan Wala 
   2:00 pm  John & Margaret Schartl (Anointing of Sick Mass) 

 

LECTOR / COMMUNION MINISTER 
Saturday, September 12 
  5:00 pm   L  B Linkenbach, B Rader D V Zack, P Dignan,  
                  C&D Campbell, D&T Hipp, M Joyce, M Monroe, 
                  B Nihei 
Sunday,  September 13 
 7:30  am   L T Mulherin, M Santoro D  K Randall,  
                  B&L Danuloff, J Gehrisch, M Hawkins, J Morvai,  
                  K Stone 
 9:30  am   L P Kastelic, C Raff D  T Baker, J Brennan,  
                  I Cervinski, B Connolly, D Dreskler, D Forster,  
                 T Frasz, R&C Freeman, J Hunt, C Merle, C Thrasher 
                  M Riggleman, F Schuster, K Wehinger 
                                     

11:30 am   L S Rizzo, C Scodova-Staton D K Speck, C Becker, 
                  J Laskey, J Liston, C Mears, K Paugh, S Rizzo,  
                  K Schreck, M Selby, need one 
 
                  MASS SERVERS 
Saturday, September 12 
 5:00  pm   B Miller, S Miller, T Staab 

 

Sunday, September 13 
 7:30  am   J Ramey, Abi Baldasare, G Farragher 
 9:30  am   C Blunk, I Annis, A Lorenz 
11:30 am   J Stewart, C Stewart, L Stewart 
 

Counters  -  September 13 
J Gurski, C Dropsey, P Berger, B Doty 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     Several weeks of school have gone by and we have all 
survived!  The students appear to be  in the swing of 
things.  The building is buzzing with business.  The weather has 
cooperated as the temperatures have been cool.  At this time, 
our enrollment is 253 students!  We are enthusiastic about the 
new school year. 
 
     On August 24, we took part in the 54 Day Rosary Novena-
the Bishop’s traveling  Rosary.  The Novena started on August 
15, the Assumption.  A very large blue lit rosary is traveling 
throughout the diocese as everyone prays for “Marriage and 
Families”.  The entire school participated in the saying of the 
rosary led by the Elementary 6th graders.   Father Jeremy 
assisted the students in leading the prayers and spoke about the 
“Joyful” Mysteries.  This was a great experience for the 
students to come together and pray the rosary. 
 
     Students will participate in the Diocesan testing in 
September.  All elementary grades will participate, being tested 
in reading, math, and some upper grades will also test in 
language usage and science.   
 
     We celebrated an “All School Mass” on August 27 with 
Sister Bernie and Sister Paula.  It was great to be with them for 
the opening year Mass.  The Elementary building made cards 
for them to read on their journey to Chicago.  We also selected 
a piece of artwork from our gallery wall and gave each Sister a 
piece to take with them.  The Sisters sat with a small group of 
students representing all grade levels from St. Peter’s School.  It 
was a memorable celebration! 

 
“The privilege to work is a gift, 
The power to work is a blessing, 
The love of work is a success.” 

 
 Madalyn Bauer, Elementary Principal 

 
 
 
 

 
**Please see Sr. Bernie and Sr. Paula’s special “Thank you” to 
the faculty, students and parents regarding the opening school 
Mass on page 4 of this bulletin. 
 

MASS IN SPANISH 
     Mass in Spanish is celebrated each Sunday at Resurrection 
Parish, Lexington, Ohio, at 6:00 pm.   All par ishioners within 
the Tri-Parish area are welcome to participate. 
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Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish  

 
 

     Krista Marshall, Michael Davis II, Madeline 
Taddeo, Helen Green, Rose Mary Lang-Martin, Brit-
tany McCough, Charles Koehler, Dan Gregory, Joe 
Burke, Greg Zack, Mark Alt, Rita McCartney, There-
sa Prendergast, Madeline Barrett, Don Blank, Aaron 

Blank, Carol Chambers, Lee Collins, Toby Philpott, Elliana 
Nelson. Cindy Herr-Hickerson, Theresa Prendergast, Eileen 
Deehan,  Pam Taylor, Julian Krous, Nick and Hilda Schemine, 
Jimmye Martin, Mary Ann Gibson, Nancy Stanton, Christy 
Selby 

 

 Names will only be listed for 4 weeks.  If you wish to have your 
name appear an additional 4 week period, contact the Parish Cen-
ter at 419-524-2572. 

 

Weekly Average Needed  =  $ 25,000.00 
   Building Improvement Fund =  $      133.00    

  

 
 
 

             August 30, 2015 

 

Regular Sunday  $                     11,382.30   

 

School $                      2,280.50 

 

Children $                           13.20   

 

Mailed In Sunday $                         897.00   

 

Mailed in School $                           25.00 

 

Direct Deposit $                      3,850.00 

 

Totals 
 

$                     18,448.00 

  

In God’s Arms:  Joseph Pirc, Ralph Wilson, Dennis Caico 

 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:      
 
 

Facilities Maintenance Technician Job Posting:  
   St. Peter’s Parish & School has an immediate opportunity for 
an experienced individual  who can  effectively and efficiently 
perform various building maintenance, janitorial and general 
repair duties.  The successful applicant should have working 
knowledge of boiler operations: refrigeration, plumbing and 
maintenance, electrical repairs, and fire, phone and security 
systems.  Very good communication skills, ability to multi-
task, and desire to work well as a member of a team are imper-
ative to success.  Must pass all BCI and FBI background 
checks & Diocesan requirements for protecting youth. 
    Send resume with wage and benefit requirements to human-
resources@myspartans.org or St. Peter’s Parish 104 West First 
St., Mansfield, OH 44902 Attn:  Human Resources.  The posi-
tion is also posted on the following websites:  
ohiomeansjobs.org and mansfieldareahelpwanted.com. 

 

   Anointing of the Sick Mass 

 St. Peter’s annual Mass with the Sacrament of 
the Anointing of the Sick will be Sunday, Sep-
tember 13 at 2:00 p.m. in church. This beauti-
ful Mass offers the Sacrament of Anointing of 
the Sick to those with acute or chronic illness-
es, those with other physical or emotional infir-

mities and the elderly. We also offer a special blessing to all those 
who are caregivers, health service providers, doctors, nurses and 
others who work in the fields of medicine or health care. We en-
courage you to attend with your family. If you are not in need of 
anointing but know of a parishioner or relative who is, please 
invite them to join you. Mass will be celebrated Sunday, Septem-
ber 13th, at 2:00 p.m. Please call the Parish Liturgy Office at 419-
524-2572 for more information. 

   The Bible Study Group will resume on Thursday, Sep-
tember 10, 2015, in Assisi Hall.  We will resume the study of 
"Acts of the Apostles" and complete the book around the be-
ginning of Advent.  In January 2016, a new Bible Study will be 
offered.  Registration for "The Great Adventure," a study of the 
entire Bible, will begin sometime in November 2015.  "The 
Great Adventure" is a 24 week study that will commence in 
January 2016.   We will complete the study sometime before 
Advent in 2016. If you really want to understand the back-
ground of our Faith, studying the Bible will give you the tools. 

Campbell’s, UPC Codes, Box Tops for  
Education and Tyson Logos 

 
PLEASE KEEP THEM COMING! 

 
     Please continue to place your codes in a sealed envelope 
and drop off in the Parish Center office.  You may also give 
them to a student of the high school or elementary school  to 
turn into their school secretary. 
 

     Many thanks to everyone who has taken the time to clip 
and save.  God Bless All! 

 

                                         Sister Paula 

Safety & Security Committee  
    Over the past few years we have implemented many 
measures to increase safety & security for all of our students, 
parishioners, employees, and properties. To further enhance 
this important objective we are establishing a Safety & Securi-
ty Committee. If anyone is interested in chairing or participat-
ing as an active committee member please call Jerry Straub, 
Business Manager, at 524-2572. 

      Daughters of Isabella, Joan of Arc Circle #380   

 

DOI #308 will have a regular meeting on September 8, 2015 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Assisi Hall at St. Peter’s school.   
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RECYCLING ~ Our  next Recycling date is: 
  September 11, 2015 in the Franciscan Activity  

Center  Parking lot.   
HOURS: 10 to 11 am and 2 to 4 pm. 

IMPORTANT:  Please honor these drop off times. Do not 
leave your recyclables on the sidewalks or curbs.  

 

BLUE  BARRELS  
 (to benefit the work of the St. Vincent de Paul Society) 

September  12 & 13 

Ashland/Mansfield 
Foot and Ankle Specialists 
   419-756-1961  -  Msfd.  

 419-281-3668  -  Ash. 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

 
St. Peter's School 2015-2016  

 

          Our Dear Franciscan Sisters 
    During these past few months as Sister Bernard Marie   

and Sister Paula have prepared to leave St. Peter's, so many 
of us feel sadness and, at the same time, deep gratitude for 

their presence and the presence of all the Franciscan Sisters 
through the years.  They have been along side us in worship, 
the sacraments, academics, sports, the arts and in service to 

the community and it is impossible to estimate  
the number of lives they have touched.  

    Sister Bernie and Sister Paula, we love you and we pray 
that you will be happy and healthy—and very busy as is your 

nature—at Our Lady of Angels in Joliet.   
 
 

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT GOOD NEWS: 

 

     All Catholic school principals in 
the Diocese of Toledo are required to 
submit a five-day ADM enrollment 
report. The good news at St. Peter's 

School is that the ADM enrollment report confirms at least 
a 1+% increase over last year's numbers.  This is the first time 
in many years at St. Peter's School that total school enrollment 
number has increased.  A complete report on enroll-
ment, along with additional school information, will be pub-
lished again this October in the St. Peter's FAMILY publica-
tion.  Thank you to all who support Catholic education, ena-
bling school administrators, teachers and staff to serve our 
school families here at St. Peter's.  

     It is only six months until the annual  

March for Life in Washington!  
            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you interested in joining us this year?   This year's March 
will leave on Thursday, January 21st at approximately 10 
p.m. and will arrive in Washington for the march on Fri-
day.  Saturday, there will be some sightseeing in Washington 
with a plan for returning home either late Saturday night or 
after Mass on Sunday morning.  More details on price will be 
available soon, and right now we are trying to see who is 
interested!   If you have any interest in taking part in March, 
please contact Elizabeth Wurm at the parish office or at 
wurm.elizabeth@myspartans.org. 

   There are many paths to becoming Catholic.  Per-
haps the Spirit is prompting you or a loved one to 
seek a deeper relationship with God and to learn more 
about the Church.  We will soon begin RCIA inquiry 
sessions.  Please call Lynne at the Parish Center (419-

524-2572) or email her at lukach.lynne@myspartans.org to 
schedule an initial conversation.  

             HEARTS & MINDS with HOPE:  

 

    If you and/or a loved one are struggling 
with depression or other mental health is-
sues, consider joining us on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 22nd, at 4:00 in Assisi Hall for 
“You’ve  Got to Have HOPE”.  For further 
information, feel free to contact Sue Malas-

ka at vmalaska@neo.rr.com or call 419-756-0962. 

     “Saying goodbye is not always easy.  
Thursday’s All-School Mass was a per-
fect way to say goodbye through prayer 
and music.  We felt the warmth and love 
of the faculty, students and parents.     

Flowers convey a message of caring and sharing.  The crea-
tivity of the children’s artwork and their notes were delight-
ful.  Our thank you comes from our hearts.  God bless each 
of you as you move deeply into the school year.  We count on 
your continued prayer.”     ~ Sr. Bernie & Sr. Paula 
 
 

P.S. from Sr. Bernie: See page 51 (first edition) or page 254 
(revised edition) of the St. Peter’s Cookbook for Sr. Bernie’s fudge 
recipe!  Cookbooks available at the Parish Center for $17.00. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:   Catholic Charities H.O.P.E. 
Pantry needs several volunteers 3 days a week  for desk work, 
stocking shelves, helping shoppers and light cleaning.  Please 
call Cheryl if you can help!  419-524-0733 Ext. 224.  
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TREK or TREAT:  Heroes and a Couple of Villains! 

 

    Troop 121 is sponsoring a 5K Run or Walk 
through the creepy, spooky and possibly haunt-
ed Woodland Neighborhood of Mansfield.  All 
proceeds of the event will benefit Troop 121’s 
2016 Adventure trips.  The event is chip-timed 
by Ohio Race Day.  Pre-registration guarantees 

a shirt.  Refreshments for all runners and walkers. 

 
 

 DATE:  Sunday, October  25, 2015 
 LOCATION:  Holy Tr inity Lutheran Church, 525 

W. Cook Rd. in Mansfield. 
 REGISTRATION:  Begins at 3:30 p.m..  Race star ts 

at 4:30 p.m. 
 COST:  $20. Pre-registered.  $25. Race day. 
 

Course map, registration and sponsorship forms  
available at www.trekortreat.com.   

Capital Campaign Moving Forward 

 
 

    In late July, Bishop Thomas approved the 
implementation of a Capital Campaign at St. 
Peter’s Parish.  The Development Office has 
been working closely with our Properties Com-
mittee to obtain updated quotes for the projects 
we hope to complete. 

   Our goal is to raise $3 million.  However, we will only 
complete projects as we receive the funding needed.  Based 
on the feedback of parishioners in the feasibility study phase, 
our work will focus on the needs of the church and campus 
security first. 
    Over the next couple of months, you will hear much about 
the campaign and the projects we hope to complete. Since this 
is a complete as funded project, you will most likely not see 
work begin until the year 2017 or later.  Also, keep in mind 
that each of these projects will require Diocesan approval 
from multiple committees before work can commence.  We 
are committed to having work completed by professionals 
who are proficient in historic worship spaces like St. Peter’s 
Church. 
   Please keep the success of this campaign in your prayers as 
we move forward. 

Business Networking Group Coming to St. Peter’s 

 

    The Development Office is coordinating the start 
of a new ministry to help better connect St. Peter’s 
parishioners, parents and alumni in a business envi-
ronment. The goal is to share our common Catholic 
faith in a business environment.  The format struc-

ture will mirror other successful networking groups and will 
include open networking, featured speakers and a light break-
fast.  The first meeting will be Friday, September 18, 2015 at 
7:30 a.m. and every third Friday of the month in the Atrium of 
the Franciscan Activity Center.  Additional information will be 
released in the coming weeks regarding guest speakers.  Feel 
free to call Jason Crundwell with any questions.  419-524-2572. 

Confirmation Mass with Bishop Thomas       

     Fifty of our young people will celebrate the Sacrament of 
Confirmation with Bishop Thomas on October 11th at our reg-
ular Sunday 11:30 Mass. That means the Church will be unusu-
ally full with family and friends of the Confirmandi.   

      Because it is a more solemn occasion, incense will be 
used!  Parishioners with allergies or other sensitivity to incense 
may want to choose to attend another of our Sunday Masses 
that weekend.   

     If you have mobility problems, you may also want to choose 
another Mass that weekend.  Our other weekend Masses 
are Saturday at 5:00 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 and 11:30 a.m.   

     Please call the Parish Office or the Parish Religious Educa-
tion Office at 419-524-2572 if you have questions. 

 
 Friday, September 11th  5:30-7:30 p.m.  Burgers, Italian 

Sausage, Hot Dogs & Salad.  Adults $7. / Kids $5. 

 Friday, September 18th  6:00-9:00 p.m.   Chicken Parmi-
gianino, Salad, Dessert.  Adults $10. / Kids $5. 

 
 RSVP by Wednesday for any meals you plan to attend by 
calling 419-529-5532.  Leave your name, phone number and 
the number of people attending on our answering machine. 

   September 1st was the first meeting of the St. Peter’s Re-
spect Life Committee.  There will be NO meeting on 9/11/15 
as previously stated in last weeks’ bulletin.  SPRLC pro-
motes the ideal of Respecting all life from conception to natural 
death.  If you would like to get involved or have any questions, 
please contact Barb at 419-747-3178 for more information. 

     Can you help our children’s VBS pro-
gram for next year?  St. Peter ’s is look-
ing for clean, used formula containers for 
Vacation Bible School in 2016.  They are 
the plastic  containers with the attached 
lids, such as seen in the picture here.  The 
size or brand does not matter.  If you have 

any of these containers and would like to donate them, please 
drop them off at the parish office for Elizabeth Wurm. 

   The youth ministry program is current-
ly in need of empty and clean baby food 
containers.  We are looking for the 2nd food 
size jars with their lids.  If you have any that 
you are able to donate, please contact Eliza-

beth Wurm at wurm.elizabeth@myspartans.org or simply drop 
off the clean jars & lids at the Parish Center office.  Thank you! 

 

COOK OUT 
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 The Basilica and National Shrine of Our Lady of Consolation, Carey, OH invites you to come for Hispanic Day on Sunday, 
September 20th.  We offer  confessions, Mass in Spanish at noon, food and an outdoor  Rosary procession.  For more infor-
mation call the Shrine office, 419-396-7107 or visit www.olcshrine.com. 

 

Jesus healed the deaf man.  Through faith, Jesus can bring wholeness to your marriage. Renew, refresh and rekindle your 
marriage on one of the upcoming Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends.  November 6-8 2015, Lima OH; January 15-17 
2016, Perrysburg OH; April 1-3 2016, Perrysburg OH. Visit  www.wwme.org to apply or contact:  Brian and Chris Schroeder for 
more information at 419-538-7210. 
 

A new LIMEX group is starting soon. Classes will be held at St. Wendelin Church in Fostoria beginning in January, 2016.  
Orientation for the Fostoria class will be held from 6-9 pm on Monday, November 16, 2015, in the Emmaus Room at St. Wendelin 
Church, 323 N. Wood St., Fostoria,  Ohio. Interested participants must apply to Loyola University in order to attend the Orientation.  
Contact Marian Bermudez, LIMEX Coordinator for the Diocese of Toledo, at 419-663-5036 (please leave a message) or mbermu-
dez@neo.rr.com.or Shellie Gabel, Facilitator of the Fostoria class, at 419-701-9195 (c); 419-435-6681 (w) or 
shellie.gabel@StWendelin.org.  

St. Mary of the Snows Festival, Saturday, September 12th from 1:30 to 7:30 pm & Sunday, September 13th from 11:30 
to 5:00pm at 1630 Ashland Road.  Spaghetti Supper  at 4:00pm, Adults $8.00 Children $4.00.  Sunday: Pork, Lamb and 
Chicken Dinners at 11:30am. Adults $10.00  / Children $5.00.  For more details go to www.mansfieldstmarys.org. 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

 

Monday: Col 1:24 — 2:3; Ps 62:6-7, 9; Lk 6:6-11,  
Tuesday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6 
 Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 [18-23] 
Wednesday:
 Col 3:1-11; Ps 145:2-3, 10-13ab; Lk 6:20-26 
Thursday: Col 3:12-17; Ps 150:1b-6; Lk 6:27-38 
Friday: 1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14; Ps 16:1b-2a, 5, 7-8, 11;  
 Lk 6:39-42 
Saturday: 1 Tm 1:15-17; Ps 113:1b-7; Lk 6:43-49 
Sunday: Is 50:5-9a; Ps 116:1-6, 8-9; Jas 2:14-18;  
 Mk 8:27-35 

 

FEAR NOT 
 In these times, there is plenty to be afraid of, if we only look around. It seems that every day the news 
media have yet more bad news to tell: wars, disease, terrorism, drought, social unrest, and more. Some peo-
ple have stopped using clock radios to wake up in the morning, preferring a jarring buzzer to the even more 
jarring morning news. What more do we need before we realize that we are finite creatures, and while there 
is much we can do to make our world better, ultimately there is a lot that is simply not within our grasp? To 
this our loving God says, “Be strong, fear not!” 
 We must do what we can to make our world a better and safer place, but we must also realize our limits 
and that our ultimate safety is in the hands of God. We can be comforted by the realization that God loves us 
beyond measure, and will give us every help in our efforts to make our world a loving and safe place for 
everyone. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 
TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 Orthodox Christians have a saying about the reality of sin. They speak of “this holy and sinful Church, which we love.” We 
know all too well the effects of sin on the faith community. From our earliest days, we have seen baptism as a place where the old 
self dies in Christ, dies to sin, and rises to new life. Our ancestors in faith held that post baptismal major sin was unthinkable. Yet, as 
one Baptist minister once explained, “We know that sin is drowned in the water, but it would appear that the devil is a pretty good 
swimmer.” 
 The origins of the sacrament of penance have to do with a similar insight among bishops in the early church. A critical question 
for them was whether or not a baptized person who had committed a public sin could be re established in church life, forgiven, and 
restored. Forgiven, yes, was an early answer, but restored was another matter. Penance would be a permanent lifestyle for the forgiv-
en; they would live at the margins of the community, clearly visible in distinctive garments, and their access to the table of the Eu-
charist was restricted. The harsh beginnings of public penance led in time to a true treasure of our tradition: the ability to find our 
way home through the ministry of others, and a way for all of us sinners to experience the gentle embrace of our forgiving Lord. 

TODAY’S READINGS 

 

First Reading — Say to those whose hearts are fright-
ened: Be strong, fear not! Here is your God  
(Isaiah 35:4-7a). 
Psalm — Praise the Lord, my soul! (Psalm 146). 
Second Reading — Show no partiality as you adhere to 
the faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ (James 2:1-5). 
Gospel — Jesus makes the deaf hear and the mute speak 
(Mark 7:31-37). 

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE:  Because the deaf man in today’s Gospel recognized his disability, he could seek 
help from Jesus.  Deafness abounds in families:  in our children (“Oh dad, not again!”), in parents (“It is just a 
stage.”), and in spouses (“Are you listening?”).  Before Jesus can enter your home and heal, you must first recog-
nize your deafness.    ~ Bud Ozar,  Diocese of Grand Rapids, Family, Youth & Young Adult Ministry                                   

 

WHERE TO LOOK IN THE BIBLE IF YOU…. 

 Bear a grudge - Luke 6:11 Cor. 4; Eph 4. 

 Have experienced severe losses - Col. 1; Peter 1. 

 Have been disobedient - Isa. 6; Mark 12; Luke 5. 

 Need forgiveness - Matt. 23; Luke 15; Philemon 

 Are sick or in pain - Ps. 6, 39, 41, 67; Isa. 26 

 Are desiring inner peace - John 14; Rom 8. 

 Are making a new home - Ps. 127; Peter 3:1-17; 1 John 4. 

To the parishioners of Mansfield St. Peter: 
Thank you for your contribution to the National 
Retirement Fund for Religious.  Your generosity 
is greatly appreciated.  As a benefactor you are 

remembered daily in the prayers of the men and women reli-
gious of the diocese of Toledo.   
 

Sister Nancy Mathias, OSU Vicar for Religious 

LABOR 
 Without labor nothing prospers. 
—Sophocles 


